THOMAS DAVID BOSLOOPER


Thomas David Boslooper was born on December 30, 1923 in Grand Rapids, the son of Peter and Gertrude De Vries Boslooper,  and was baptized on the third Sunday in April of 1924 at the Third Reformed Church. His great grandparents were Jacob and Pieternella Vander Weele Boslooper; his grandparents Thomas and Maude De Loof Boslooper.  His maternal grand parents were David and Flora Schaper De Vries.  Thomas' mother and grand parents were all born in the Netherlands, the De Vrieses in Friesland, and the Bosloopers in Zeeland. The Bosloopers came to America in the 1860's and the De Vrieses to this country in the first decade of the 1900s.  In the 1920's the Boslooper and De Vries families were both members of The Third Reformed Church, the DeVrieses briefly having been affiliated with the Eastern Ave. Christian Reformed Church and the Dennis Avenue Christian Reformed Church.


In 1930 his father Peter died in attempting to save his son Thomas from drowning.  This could be the only instance in which a father died and a son lived because of hypothermia.'  Thomas went to Diamond School and graduated from Central High School in 1941.  He then went to Calvin College.  His mother and he and his sister

lived for many years with the De Vries family who affiliated with Calvary Church, where Thomas was active as a vocal soloist and song leader for 12 years.  At Calvary Church he made his confession of faith in Chri5t and his commitment to become a Minister of the Gospel.


He went to Calvin College and graduated from Hope College.  While at Calvin he became choir director at the Grace Reformed Church, joined that church and returned to the Reformed community.  At Calvin he was President and soloist for the Choir, as well as President of the Junior Class and at Hope sang for many events at churches in Holland and events at Hope College.  As well as having been director of several church choirs he

organized and directed The Evensong All-Girl Choir that concertized in Grand Rapids as well as toured in Western Michigan and Chicago.  He graduated from Western Seminary in 1947 and was licensed to preach by the Classis of Grand Rapids at a meeting at the 7th Reformed Church.  He was ordained at the First Reformed Church in Hawthorne, N.J. in July of 1947 where the preacher for the ordination was Dr. Miner Stegenga, former pastor of Calvary Reformed Church in Grand Rapids and predecessor of Dr. M.R. De Haan.

His marriage to Lois Taylor of Coopersville took place in the Coopersville Reformed Church on August 31, 1948.  Many years later it was learned that Mrs.

Boslooper is a descendent of two of the founders of Windsor, the first colony in  Connecticut, Joseph Loomis and Thomas Gridley.  The first known Gridley came to

England from Normandy in 1066 A.D. and fought in the Battle of Hastings. 


Thomas began doctoral studies at Union Seminary and Columbia University in New York City during the summers of 1946 and 1947.  He continued after his marriage during the years 1948 and into 1949.  While engaged in Biblical Studies he acted as Assistant to the President of the School of Sacred Music at Union Seminary as well as tenor soloist for the professional choir, in which his wife Lois also sang professionally.


He began his ministry in Closter, N.J. on Easter Sunday, 1949.  He completed his doctoral dissertation in May of 1954 and was granted the PhD degree on June 1, 1954 from Columbia University, the first candidate in five years from the U.S.A. or Canada to be granted the degree Doctor of Philosophy in Religion from the College of Applied Arts and Sciences and Philosophy. 


Thomas throughout his career was active in several areas.


1.
His doctoral dissertation at Columbia University and Union Seminary was “The Virgin Birth” a history of interpretation of this doctrine.  Following the discovery

of it in the Union Seminary Library by Dr. Norman Pittinger of the General (Episcopal) Seminary, he saw to it that it was published as a book.  Pittinger moved to England to become Prof. of Theology at Cambridge.  The book, published in 1962 in the U.S.A. and England, has its place in the major theological libraries of the world.


Meanwhile Dr. Pittinger and he became close friends. The book may be the only internationaly recognized theological book ever written by anyone in his denomination (The Reformed Church in America).  Geoffrey Ashe, a Cambridge scholar, considered in England the authority on Legends of King Arthur and Glastonbury, the origins of Christianity in Britain and the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, wrote a book on “The Virgin” in which he quoted from Thomas' book 21 times.


In 1986 Thomas' book appeared as the only reference to this subject in Mircade Eliade's 15 volume Encyclopedia of Religion published by the University of Chicago.

2.
Throughout most of his life - age 3 to 73 – he has been active as a musician, a singer, soloist, and a conductor.  He as been an accomplished oratorio soloist and has been among the few tenors in the world able to master the tenor's role in Mozart's "Grand Mass in C Minor."

Throughout childhood and teen age years he sang solos regularly for a congregation at a church of 2,000 people.  The services were broadcast on the radio to a vast listening audience.  Innumerable times he was invited to sing for weddings and funerals of people he had never personally known. He sang in churches of all denominations, City Missions, and jails.

In both high school and college he was the music leader for assemblies and soloist for concerts. For many years he organized and conducted choir festivals.

He helped in the development of one organist who became Head of the Organ Dept. at Michigan State and another who became organist at the Church on the Green, across from the White House in Washington, D.C., who himself became Mentor of the current director of Musica Sacra, the leading choral group in New York City.  He encouraged a fine pianist to become a fine organist; and his guidance led to a young woman becoming

director of a major choral group that just recently returned from a tour of concertizing in France. She is also director of a choral society in N.J. as well as being piano accompanist for two other major choral groups in New Jersey.

3.
As a minister in the Reformed Church in America he served four churches over a period of thirty years, much of the time serving on denominational committees such as World Missions, Education, and Pensions.  He was Chairman of a Committee that successfully raised money to get 5 of our educational institutions out of debt.  He was

responsible for moving the Audio-Visual dept. of his denomination from New York City to the Midwest where it now flourishes.  He served on the Executive Committee of a Central College, and has been in charge of examining students upon entering and graduating from Seminary.  He once represented his church as preacher for the

national radio broadcast "CBS Church of the Air."

Much of his ministry involved counselling people with problems.  Fortunately he had good preparation in New York City having been in the first group of what came to be called “The American Institute of Religion and Psychiatry.

Counselling included dealing with personal psychological problems, marital and family

problems.  Chiefly he dealt with persons suffering severe illnesses, decisions on medical procedures, facing death and dying, handling the family for funerals before, during, and after.  He had to do with severe fatal accidents, murders, and suicides. Police sometimes called on him to break the news to the family.  From time to time he had also had to do with problems of race and after World War II helped deal with the problem of displaced persons from Europe.

4.
In his family, he saw his wife through 18 years of illness, finally solved just three

years ago.  They adopted two boys, one of whom at age one had to be taken by the State from his parents because his older brother had already died of neglect; the other son, adopted age 2 weeks, was discovered by school time to be dyslexic in an era when the phenomenon was hardly known much less what to do about it.  They struggled with him for years in an effort to help him fulfil what seemed like an impossible goal – to graduate from college.  He has two courses to go in the Business College at the University of South Florida in Tampa.

5.
He was the pioneer of the Women’s Sports movement, having read the literature on the subject of this century, being the first to study the image of woman in the  culptures and paintings and literature of Classical Antiquity in such places as the British Museum in London, the Ashmolean in Oxford, the Archeological Institute in Heidelberg, Germany; the Louvre in Paris, France, the Vatican museums and Capitoline museum in

Rome, the National Archeological Institute in Athens, as well as the Metropolitan Museum in New York City.

In addition he interviewed more than 400 women and 75 men.  Results were lectured on

throughout the 1960's at the Boston Club, Harvard University, Union Seminary, George Washington U., Drake U., and Michigan State University.

Major presentations were made in the middle 19601s at a symposium on competition for girls and women in sports at Michigan State University and at the Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek. He was the only lecturer for morning, afternoon, and evening sessions for the physical education faculty of MSU, educators from throughout the midwest and physical education majors at MSU.

He also gave 10 lectures at Silver Bay on Lake George in New York State that led to Th and YWCAs development of family programs.

He made presentations in Dallas 1969 to the AAAS, in 1971 to the 2nd World Congress on the History of Sport and Physical Education in Banff, Alberta, Canada, and to the First National Conference on Women's Sports in the U.S.A. in the mid 70's at Immaculata College in Immaculata, Pa.  Joe Paterno of Penn State and he were two of the principal

speakers.

In behalf of increasing physical activities for girls and women for the benefit of their emotional and physical health he appeared on all the major national networks - NBC, CBS, ABC as well as local stations in many cities across the country. Interviewers included Hugh Downs, Joe Garagiola, Sally Quinn, Mike Douglas, Regis Philbin, and Dr.

Joyce Brothers.  The total estimated TV audience was 100,000,000 people.  This does not count audiences of many radio interviews and numerous newspaper articles.  Stories about his work appeared three times in the New York Times and syndicated across the county and around the world.

He stopped this work in 1974 when following the publication of his book “The

Femininity Game” Dinah Shore and Billie Jean King plagarized his material for their TV Special on Women's Sports, the text of   much of which read word for word from his book without any credit. Previously feature stories did appear in "Parade" and "The Saturday Evening Post," as well as in other magazines and journals.  He did continue in

the background as a consultant for the development of the Avon Marathon first held in Atlanta, Ga. in 1978, provided the design for the medal awarded to the winner along with the background information for the story about it in Sports Illustrated.   Two articles by him appeared in “Women'Sports” magazine.  Also he was one of those consulted about having the women's Marathon introduced into the Olympic Games.  His positive advise was taken.

Credit has been given to him for providing the philosophical foundation for the women's sportsmovement.

6.
Thomas has always been a staunch Calvinist but with a great curiosity for other religious groups.

a.
In 1968 he was as a Protestant theologian asked to teach New Testament at the Marymount School of New York on 5th Avenue, a Roman Catholic Girls' School, where he taught for four years.  This venture was successful enough so that he was asked to do the same at the Notre Dame Academy on Staten Island.  This was for another four years.  One year he taught simultaneously at both schools while being minister of a parish in N.J.

b. In 1975 he developed an interest in the Unification Movement - why it came here from Korea, what made it so attractive to so many young adults?  He inquired about doing research on the Movement and would be allowed to if he accepted the position as Professor of Biblical Studies at its Seminary.  This he did and acted as researcher and teacher for 12 years.  Meanwhile he was Master of Ceremonies and soloist at two of the International Science Conferences

One was at the Century Plaza Hotel in Beverly Hills, Ca. and the other at the Hilton

Fountainbleau in Miami Beach.  The manager of the banquet hall in Beverly Hills said it was the best party held at the Hotel.  •Everybody came out looking happy.~  He was the only professor with tenure but resigned 7 years before the terminus and moved to Florida in 1987.

Remarks from students: "Dr. Boslooper's most distinguishing characteristic is his loyalty to his Reformed tradition."  "Dr. Boslooper taught me how to love Jesus."  Dr. Boslooper taught me to love the Bible." "Dr. Boslooper helped me restore respect for the Christian Church."

C.
Meanwhile, since his duties at the Seminary were limited to one day per week, he was asked to teach New Testament at Columbia University and then to run the Religion Dept. at Barnard College, helping as well several professors research and edit their books and articles. This gave him the chance to work 4 days a week with a Judaic scholar and really learn first hand about Judaism.  He continues by phone to discuss issues concerning the relationship between Judaism and Christianity.

At the same time he became the Research Associate and Colleague with a MacArthur

Foundation Scholar at ?rinceton and researched material for and helped edit a major religious book which has been translated into several languages.

d.
Since retiring to Florida his research took a turn in a completely different direction. He became interested in family histories and elements in biographies of certain individuals whom he felt historians have overlooked.  These include such individuals as Mark Twain, Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley, USN, winner of the Battle of Manila Bay in 1898, Abraham Lincoln, and Gerald R. Ford.  This research took him into Mormon Family History Centers and nearly every library in the Tampa area as well as other parts of the country.  In addition to helping many people figure out their ancestries and being helpful to many libraries and historical societies nationwide, he got to know the Mormons.  One Mormon leader confided to him that he considered him to be a dear friend.  He also asked if Thomas thought they would meet in the Kingdom.  Thomas replied, "absolutely!"

e.
While dining at the Gallery - Dervish Brothers on Clearwater Beach, the pianist discovered that he sang.   Tom and Lois dine there weekly, which also means that he does two or three numbers - usually songs from Oklahoma, Carousel, and Phantom of the Opera along with many other favorite tune that the customers request.  The owners are Muslims.  Lois and Tom have come to know them well.  The owners speak of Tom and Lois as members of the family. They also eat weekly at Tiffany's Restaurant on route 19 in Palm Harbor.  Gallery owners and Tiffany owners are all Albanians.  Tiffany Albanians are Eastern Orthodox; Gallery Albanians are Muslim.  In Albania they shoot

at each other and kill each other.  Here they get along fine.

One of the owners of Tiffany's, Eastern Orthodox, happily informed us that the closest

theology to Eastern Orthodoxy is Calvinism. 
In May of 1996 Tom learned that he had Melanoma Cancer.  A dozen surgeries and 26 visits followed at several clinics and the Moffitt Cancer Institute in Tampa, Fla.  He was advised that he must take radiation, interferon, and chemotheraphy.  If not, he would die

within a few months.  He lived for 15 months without therapy of any kind, except benefiting from prayers and expressions of love from relatives and close friends.

Early in August of 1997 he learned that he had three more sites of Melanoma Cancer in the brain.  He went on the Hospice Program on August 15, 1997.  He believed that “God's time is best.”  He also felt he fulfilled and developed all the gifts God has given him and accepted death as something over which Christ has given him the victory.  He is also profoundly grateful for relatives and friends who have visited him, written to him, telephoned him, and prayed for him. He is especially grateful for having many great teachers and preachers who have taught and inspired him:

Teachers:

Dorothy Sonke, Lillian Peet, Nellie B. Hayes, Helen Anderson, and Florence Efty, and Irwin J. Barr at Central High School, William Zylstra, Seymour Swets, and Ralph

Stob at Calvin College, Clarence De Graaf at Hope College, John R. Mulder at Western Seminary; Reinhold Niebuhr, James Muilenburg, Frederick C. Grant) and John

Knox at Union Seminary

Preachers:

M.R. De Haan, Malcolm Cronk, Amy Lee Stockton, Bob Jones, Sr. and Jr., John R. Mulder, Theodore Schaap, George Buttrick, Frederick Olert, Reinhold Niebuhr, John Sutherland Bonnell, William Sloan Coffin, Jr., Norman Vincent Peale.

Currenty he is a member of the Classis of Greater Palisades in New Jersey.

His residence in retirement since 1987 has been at 60 Laurel Oak Court, Palm Harbor, Fla., 34683.

813-786-6992.

