John Richins

John was born March 20, 1833 in Gloucestershire, England. His mother died in 1842 and he and his younger brother, Edward, went to live with his relative, Esther Wager, who was a widow. John and Edward were agriculture laborers. 

On May 18, 1853, John married Charlotte Taylor, daughter of Edward Taylor and Ann Nichols at the Brimsfield Church. 

Charlotte was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and John was taught the gospel. He received a witness that it was the true church and he was baptized by his brother-in-law, George Taylor on February 5, 1854. They had a daughter, Hannah Louisa, born June 17, 1854 at Foston Ash in Granham. John was then a husbandman.

They joined the Taylor family and a group of saints and set sail on the S.S. Thornton for New York on May 4, 1856. They joined the James G. Willie Company and on July 13, 1856, just two days before leaving Iowa City, their first and only child, Hannah, who was just two years old, died. Then, on July 15, 1856, the same day the Willie Handcart Company left Iowa City, John and Charlotte experienced the blessing of their second child’s birth, Franklin Thornton Richins.

John’s brother, Thomas, who had come to Utah on the Ellsworth Company with his wife and son just a few months earlier, had built a small, two-room home in the foothills of the East Bench. John, Charlotte, a Franklin stayed with them until they could become established. They stayed in Salt Lake City until 1861 when they were called by President Brigham Young to move south and help settle Goshen, Utah County.

Thomas Richins

Thomas Richins was the fifth child of parents Richard Richins and Charlotte Priscilla Wager. He was born June 6, 1826 in Sheepscomb, Gloucestershire, England. He was given the name Thomas after his great grandfather, Thomas Richins. He had a twin sister named Charlotte Priscilla who died at birth.

Thomas had ten brothers and sisters, including his twin. Only five of the eleven children grew to adulthood and married. His oldest sister Hannah and his brother William both died from consumption. Hannah was 18 and William only 9 years when their lives were taken by this dreaded disease. His brothers John Edward and Edwin and, his sisters Mary Ann and Charlotte Priscilla, all passed away in infancy. His brother George emigrated to Canada while Thomas and the rest of his brothers, John, Charles, and Edward joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and emigrated to Utah.

Both of their parents died young. Priscilla was only 42 when she died of complications of childbirth on September 21, 1842. Richard died of intemperance at his mother’s home on December 8, 1848.

He was still living at Sheepscombe when he was taught the gospel by Mormon Elders and baptized, at age 24, on January 1, 1850 by Elder William Davis. Three years later, Thomas was in the city of Gloucester awaiting the reading of the banns so he could marry Harriet Deveraux.

After the reading of the banns, Thomas Richins and Harriet Deveraux were married in the city of Gloucester, at the Saint James Church, by the Reverend James Hollis, on December 15, 1853. 

When Thomas was married he was listed as a waterman, which referred to one who traveled the waterways on a barge. When they returned to Harriet’s hometown of Eastnor in Herefordshire, he was an agricultural laborer again. They were living in Herefordshire when their first son, Albert Franklin, was born on January 30, 1855.

On March 23, 1856, Thomas and Harriet Richins, with their infant son Albert, and Harriet’s parents, John and Ester Deveraux, embarked on the sailing ship Enoch Train. They set sail at Liverpool, England, bound for Boston, Massachusetts. This was the first group of Saints that emigrated to Zion with the aide of the Perpetual Immigration Fund, and they were also the first experimental handcart company to cross the plains on foot. By this means of travel, the emigrants could journey from Liverpool, England to Salt Lake for about forty-five dollars. After five weeks and five days on the ocean, the ship Enoch Train landed at Boston Constitution Wharf on May 1, 1856. The immigrants then went to New York by boat and rail, and by train to Rock Island, Illinois. Crossing the Mississippi River on a boat, they then boarded a train of boxcars. They reached Iowa City late at night on May 12 and had to walk four miles to the camp. The next five weeks were spent making handcarts and preparing for their journey across the plains with the Edmund Ellsworth Company. They left Iowa City June 9, 1856 and traveled to Florence, leaving there July 16.

After almost four months of weary traveling, having been delayed by sickness and deaths and the breaking down of handcarts, which were made of unseasoned lumber, the Edmund Ellsworth Company reached Salt Lake on September 26, 1856. The company was met in Emigration Canyon by Brigham Young, the Nauvoo Band, and a large number of Saints. They were given a hearty welcome. 

Thomas and Harriet found a little one room dugout in the foothills, on the East Bench of Salt Lake Valley to live in. Their friends, John Warburton and his son Edward, who had crossed the plains with them, stayed long enough to help build on an extra room and a lean-to. Thomas’ brother, John Richins and his wife and baby were following in the Willie Handcart Company and would need a place to live when they arrived

The Richins family stayed in Salt Lake for five years until they were called by President Brigham Young to move south and help settle Goshen, Utah County. Thomas engaged in farming and worked at his trade as a blacksmith. 

William Richins

William was the sixth child born to Henry Richins and Sarah Haynes. He made his appearance on December 27, 1806 at Ebworth Park in Sheepscombe, Gloucestershire, England. Two months later his parents took him to the parish church at Painswick to be christened and given the name of William.

Christening in the Church of England involved baptizing infants by sprinkling and giving them a name. This was expected to occur soon after birth, as the Church taught that babies that died before being baptized would not be able to go to heaven. On February 15, 1807, Henry and Sarah walked the several miles to the church in wintry weather to have their son christened.

William was born into a family of five children: Sarah was the eldest, followed by Elizabeth, Richard, Henry and Miriam. William was later joined by Joseph, which brought the number of siblings to seven. Henry Richins, Sr. was an agricultural laborer on the Ebworth farm. I believe he was a contemporary tenant and he rented a home with land to raise some crops, as well as land on the Commons to pasture a few sheep and cattle.

The years from 1814 to 1836 were some of the bleakest years for agricultural laborers and small farmers. The fields of available land were nearly exhausted from the many centuries of over-cropping and not replenishing the soil nutrients. It was evident changes were needed if England wanted to continue feeding her burgeoning population. Some visionary farmers began rotating their crops and use lime to fertilize their fields. While this practice worked for the larger plots of land, it was impractical for the fields located in the long narrow plots in the open field farmed by the villagers to supplement their meager wages. The Commons were also rented by tradesmen to pasture a few head of livestock to augment their livelihood.

Parliament (many of whom owned land) passed laws to enforce the enclosure of fields and the Commons. Some landowners enclosed their farms by planting hedges, while others had stonewalls built around their property. The Enclosure Act disenfranchised many small farmers, tenant farmers and yeoman who could not afford to enclose their fields. To make matters worse, England had lost much of her foreign trade during her war with France and was in a post-war economic depression.

The Industrial Era caused widespread unemployment as machinery began to replace manual labor. The soldiers returning from France swelled the already the numbers of unskilled laborers looking for work. With rampant unemployment at home, many workers migrated to other countries, such as the United States and Canada, in hopes of finding work to enable them to support their families.

Farming became a trade, an occupation, rather than just a way to supplement one’s income. The countryside changed as large landowners bought up the smaller fields and enclosed them with stonewalls or hedges. The depression and added costs of enclosing the fields drove down the wages of the agricultural laborer. An added blow was the change from paying the farm workers a monthly or weekly salary to a daily wage. This meant that if a laborer was unable to work because of inclement weather or illness he wasn’t paid for that day. The lives of farm laborers was tenuous in the best of times, but the decreased wages and not being able to grow crops or raise livestock to supplement their earnings brought poverty to many farm laborers.

The Richins family survived by hard work and industry. The Enclosure Act seemed to not affect Ebworth Park. Perhaps it was already enclosed. Even though ownership of Ebworth changed several times during that time period, the Richins family was retained as laborers.

William was unable to attend school under those adverse economic conditions, so he began his training as an agricultural laborer at an early age. There was a good relationship between Henry and his sons. Some of William’s fondest memories were of hunting and fishing with his father and brothers. There were woods and groves teeming with deer, rabbits and game birds. The streams that separated Ebworth Park from Sheepscombe had pools and holes full of fish just waiting to be caught.

Like his brothers, he confessed to poaching and fox hunting in the Game Park and the Lodge Farm. Sir Francis Jermingham owned the ancient Lodge, which consisted of about 400 acres. Most of the land of the original Painswick Manor had been sold and many of its trees cut down for lumber. Sir Jermingham retained the Lodge and Lodge Farm for his own pleasure. He did not usually reside there, but did go there to hunt and fish. He often brought noted gentlemen and members of the Royal family to enjoy hunting and fishing. He preserved 22 acres of forest for a game park’ he also held 18 acres of the Longridge Forest.

For young William, who loved hunting, it must have been hard to concentrate on bunching hay or digging potatoes when the sound of the bugle and braying of the hounds announced a hunt at the Lodge. Sometimes the laborers were allowed to watch the beginning of the hunt, since the Lodge was adjacent to Ebworth Park.

When the hunt was concluded and Sir Jermingham and his guests had departed, the Lodge and farm were returned to the care of the gamekeeper and overseer. It was then that the Richins boys probably planned their own escapades in the game park. Sometimes their hunts were successful and sometimes they considered themselves lucky to have outrun the gamekeeper!

When William reminisced about his boyhood days in Sheepscombe he told of tending a sheep and cattle on the Commons and the nearby green hills. He recalled lazy, peaceful days where he laid on the soft grass, chewing a tender blade of grass and looking up at the bright, blue sky through the spreading limbs of the tall beachnut trees. He could hear meadowlarks in the woods and see the swifts circling and darting above him.

The cows were feeding on the lush grass trying in vain to swish the flies away and the lambs and sheep carefully nibbling the grass so that by summer’s end, the pasture looked like a well-manicured lawn. In the evening William drove the sheep home as the sun dipped below the skyline. Then the cows had to be milked. This milk furnished milk, butter and cheese for their own use, as well as some extra to sell at the weekly market held on the Lodge farm. Each spring the sheep were sheared for their wool. A small amount was carded and spun into yarn to make warm winter clothing. The rest of the wool was sold o bring in a little extra income for the family. In the spring the leaves of the beachnut leaves were bronze, but turned brilliant green for summer and by fall the leaves were a blaze of scarlet.

Sometimes William felt a longing for his native homeland across the Atlantic Ocean, but with all the good memories, there were also many memories of hard work, lean times and a constant struggle to provide the necessities of life. While spring, summer and fall were fun and full of adventure, winter brought cold, bleak days to the Ebworth farm. On those days the sun did shine, it provided a little warmth, but more often it his behind a fog bank and turn the landscape bleak and dismal. The wheels of the farm cart squeaked and groaned over the frozen ground and the horses’ breath could be seen like small clouds in the crisp, cold air. The beachnut trees were bare and only the Scotch pine gave any color to the woodlands. Wintertime was best spent at home with the family around a warm fire.

Since neither William or his parents could read or write, they had to get their information from people rather than books. They depended on what they heard and saw around them. In the evenings they exchanged news and rumors they had heard during the day. As they struggled through the dark years they witnessed many changes. Many of the mills along the Sheepscombe and Painswick streams were forced to close because their water-driven looms could not compete with the new steam-powered operations. Steam engines were also used for the first railroads and steamships. The unemployed thronged to the industrial areas, only to find housing shortages and unsanitary conditions. Times were indeed very bleak.

As the years passed, William’s interests drifted from fox hunts to young ladies he met in church and at the market place. By the time he was nineteen his interests centered on a young lady named Charlotte Ann Guy. She was the daughter of William Guy and Charlotte Cooke. She was born on November 30, 1806 and was christened on Christmas Day, 1806. Charlotte was the youngest of the family, with four older siblings. Ann was the oldest child and she married Charles Birt. Elizabeth was next; she died as a young girl. Charlotte’s oldest brother, John, married Ann Jones and her other brother married Maria Burton. Charlotte’s father passed away when she was only seven years old.

Because William and Charlotte were both under age to get married, they had to first get consent from their parents before their marriage could be solemnized. Since they were married, we can assume the parents did grant their consent for the wedding. The banns were announced for several weeks before their marriage at the Painswick Church on January 29, 1826. The ceremony was performed by Reverend Robert Strong and witnessed by William sister, Miriam and her future husband, John Dickinson. William and Charlotte could not write, so they placed the usual X by their names. The witnesses, Miriam and John also sighed with an X.

William was able to rent a house, some land and pasture rights from Ebworth Park where he worked as a farm laborer. William and Charlotte began their life together with a great deal of determination and hard work that enabled them to raise a family of choice children. Their first child was named Joseph. He was born August 16, 1826 and was christened September 10, 1826. About two and one-half years later Leonard joined the family. He was born on his parents’ third wedding anniversary, January 29, 1829 and was christened February 22, 1829. A third son followed on February 12, 1832. He was christened May 21, 1832 and was given the name of Absalom. Enoch completed the male quartet when he was born on May 16, 1835. He was christened on June 7, 1835.

After four lively boys, Charlotte must have been pleased with her Christmas Eve gift of a baby daughter in 1837. Miriam (named for William’s sister) was christened January 28, 1838. There may have been too many Charlottes in the family to name her after her mother: William’s wife, his mother-in-law, his brother Richard’s wife (Charlotte Priscilla Richins) and her mother, Charlotte Wager.

Miriam was two and one-half years old when Peter was born June 9, 1840. He was christened July 9, 1840. Five years later Emma joined the family on April 30, 1845. She was christened June 1, 1845. The family had only a short time to enjoy their new sister before succumbed to dreaded and often fatal disease of consumption.

When the census was taken on July 7, 1841 Georginia Welch was listed as Ebworth Park. She was living there with her servants in a large gabled house. She held about 300 acres and employed ten agricultural laborers, most of whom were of the Richins family. Adjacent to the Ebworth home lived a farmer (Mr. Lediard) that held 15 acres. He was probably a freeholder or a tenant farmer. House #5 at Ebworth was occupied by William and Charlotte Richins, both age 30.

William was listed as a laborer in the 1841 census. Like many women of the time, Charlotte had to work to help support her family. She worked on the farm in addition to her domestic chores and raising her children. Joseph was 14, Leonard was 12 and both were listed as laborers. Enoch was listed as 5 years old, Miriam as 3 and Peter as a 1-year old toddler.

Absalom Richins is missing from William’s family in the 1841 census, but a closer look reveals that he was staying with his grandmother, Charlotte Guy, age 65. Charlotte had apparently sent her son, age 8, to stay with his grandmother to keep her company. In another Ebworth Park house the census lists the family of Richard and Charlotte Priscilla Richins, with children Thomas, Charles, John, Edward, and baby William. Richard’s oldest son, George, was living next door in the home of Jeremiah and Hester Wager with their children, Jeremiah and Mary. Jeremiah Wager, his son Jeremiah and George Richins were all listed as laborers.

William’s mother-in-law, Charlotte Wager, also lived nearby at Ebworth. House #196 was occupied by Henry and Sarah Richins, our common ancestors. Sarah’s unmarried sister, Hannah Haines, age 60, was living with the. Henry was working as a laborer. In another Ebworth house lived Henry’s son and daughter-in-law, Joseph and Ann Richins and their children. Another of Henry’s sons, Henry lived at the Lodge Farm with his wife Rachel.

At the time of the 1851 census, the Ebworth estate was still in the hands of Georginia Welch, farmer Lediard still farmed his 15 acres and William and Charlotte Richins still lived in house #5. However, only Leonard (22), Enoch (16) and Peter (11), all listed as laborers, were living with them. Miriam was living away from home and working as a domestic servant. Joseph had married Jane Morse and had two children, making William and Charlotte grandparents.

Death had taken William’s father, Henry Richins in 1843 at the age of 74. He died from gangrene of the leg. His wife, Sarah lived to witness the death of her daughter-in-law, Charlotte Priscilla Richins, and tried to help and comfort her son Richard. She was also present when Richard passed away in 1848. Sarah died in 1849 at the age of 79.

Richard and Charlotte’s son George had married and emigrated to Canada. Absalom was working as a miner in Wales. John and Edward were living at the Jeremiah Wager home with Hester (then a widow) and her son Jeremiah. All were identified as laborers. Thomas was visiting with William ad Charlotte Richins the night the census was taken and Charles was visiting with Joseph and Jane Richins. The youngest son of Richard and Priscilla Richins died of consumption in 1849.

The homes Richard and Priscilla Richins and her mother Charlotte Wager had occupied remained uninhabited after their deaths. Henry and Rachel Richins were still living on the Lodge farm, with Henry working as a laborer and Rachel as lodge keeper.

The biggest change for the Richins family came about with their introduction to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Prophet Joseph Smith sent some of the Apostles to open up the British Isles for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The harvest was bountiful as the gathered choice people to the Church.

Charles Shill, Charles Blackwell, William Davis and other missionaries went to the Painswick area and found fertile ground in the Richins family. Charles Richins was the first of the family to be converted; he was baptized on December 26, 1849. He desired this great blessing with all his family. William and Charlotte were baptized on January 1, 1850 by Charles Shill. They were confirmed members of the Church January 3, 1850 by Charles Blackwell and William Davis, respectively. Their son Joseph was also baptized on January 1, 1850 by Charles Shill. He was confirmed on January 3, 1850 by Charles Blackwell. His wife Jane was baptized a month later on February 10, 1850 by William Nichols and confirmed the same day by Charles Blackwell.

After Charles Richins was ordained a Priest he baptized Peter (10) and Leonard (21) on July 7, 1850. Charles Blackwell confirmed Peter on July 8, 1850 and Leonard on July 13, 1850. Enoch Richins joined the Church and was baptized by Charles Blackwell on April 21, 1850. Miriam was baptized November 3, 1856 by Robert Jones, whom she later married.

All William and Charlotte’s family joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and eventually emigrated to Utah. William was ordained an Elder on April 27, 1856 by J.W. Coward/Cornord and Joseph was ordained a Priest April 27, 1854 by Robert Jones. Leonard was ordained a Priest on December 22, 1850.

Elders Ezra T. Benson and Parley P. Pratt arrived in England in 1857 to commence their missions. They called for a reformation and rededication and a renewing of covenants. The Lord said he would give line upon line and precept upon precept, so there was sometimes a misunderstanding when a new principle was introduced. At first Church members did not realize that baptism not only washed away past sins, but also future sins (hinged on proper repentance). This misunderstanding caused some of the converts to be baptized several times. William and Charlotte were rebaptized in 1857. Miriam was rebaptized in 1866 before emigrating to America with her parents. Many of the Richins family were rebaptized upon arriving in Utah or before they went to the Endowment House of the Temple.

When William was in his 60th year he had the desire to emigrate to Utah. He and his wife Charlotte made their plans and sailed from Liverpool, England on April 30, 1866 with their daughter Miriam and her son Arthur and their grandson Lorenzo. They traveled on the ship John Bright. There were 764 Saints in the company under the direction of C.M. Gillet.

They had to contend with strong head winds while crossing the Atlantic Ocean, such that the ship made very little progress for three days. Most of the passengers became seasick because of the turbulent seas. There were not more than twenty people of the entire company that could render assistance to their neighbors and these people were kept busy carrying slop buckets to every quarter of the ship. Calmer waters prevailed after three days and before long everything was put in order again.

The captain and officers of the John Bright were pleased with the company and spoke highly of them. The ship’s company was organized into wards under the supervision of the Elders on board. In selecting the leaders they chose those whom they felt the Lord wanted to take charge.

The provisions on board ship were very good and all spoke of them with high regard. There was a good water supply, but prudence was used in dealing water out to the passengers, as they didn’t know what emergencies might arise. The wards took turns cooking and passing out the water. They would commence dealing out the water at 5:30 am. While one ward was doing this, the others cleaned the ship and made ready for morning prayer, which was held at 7:00 am. With such a large company, they had to get an early start or night would be upon them before they were finished.

The first ward took its turn and cooked breakfast. The company was so large that when breakfast was over the first ward started in cooking dinner. No dinner meals were cooked until all 764 Saints had been served breakfast. The next day a different ward took its turn. These duties were rotated among the wards so everyone had an opportunity to cook the meals and pass out the water. This arrangement worked very well considering the large number of people involved.

The company had their evening prayer at 8:00 pm. At 9:00 pm the hurricane deck was cleared of all sisters and guards were posted to ensure no females went on deck and no sailors went below. There was a brass band aboard ship and their music, songs and hymns of the Saints helped cheer their hearts and enliven the voyage. The Saints prayed often for God’s blessings to be upon them while on their voyage to Utah.

The ship anchored in New York City on June 6, 1866. From there the Saints began their trek to Utah. They went by way of New Haven, Connecticut; Montreal, Canada; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago and Quincy, Illinois; and St. Joseph, Missouri, arriving in Wyoming, Nebraska on June 19, 1866.

On July 7th, William Richins and his group left Wyoming in the company of Captain Samuel D. White’s Mule Train. They arrived in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, September 5, 1866. Upon arriving in the Salt lake Valley William and his wife settled in Pleasant Grove, Utah. Miriam and Lorenzo went to live in Henefer.

William was a quiet, mild mannered man who worked as an agricultural laborer. He always carried a cane, as that was his style, but he seldom used it. William and his wife moved from Pleasant Grove to Provo, Utah, where he passed away on December 8, 1873. He was laid to rest in the Provo City (Utah) Cemetery. His wife Charlotte went to Henefer, Utah to live with her daughter Miriam Richins Jones. Charlotte lived in Henefer until her death in 1878. She was laid to rest in the Henefer (Utah) Cemetery.

Joseph Richins

Joseph was the first child of William Richins to marry. He married Jane Morse on March 5, 1848 at Sheepscombe by the Reverend Joseph Osterham. Jane was born on August 20, 1824 in Gloucester, Gloucestershire, England. Joseph and Jane were blessed with six children: George Henry, Lorenzo, Emma, Albert Francis, William and Arthur Joseph.

Joseph first heard the Gospel preached by Charles Shill and Charles Blackwell in his native town of Sheepscombe. He became interested in their teachings and was baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by Charles Shill on January 1, 1850. His wife Jane followed him and was baptized a month later on February 3, 1850 by Elder William Nichols.

Joseph was ordained a Priest April 27, 1854. At that time Priests did missionary work, so he accompanied Elder Nichols on preaching missions. He shared his testimony about the truthfulness of the Gospel and the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith He had the privilege of baptizing a lady by the name of Showell.

Joseph and his wife longed to go to Utah (Zion). One of their sons (Lorenzo) had gone ahead of them with his grandfather, William Richins. Joseph and Jane wanted to be reunited with their family, so in 1872 they prepared to sail for the United States. On September 4, 1872 Joseph, Jane and four of their children bid farewell to their son and brother, George Henry Richins, who remained in England, and boarded the steamship Minnesota. George W. Wilkins was in charge of the 602 Saints that were in the company on the Minnesota. They landed at New York City on September 17, 1872.

After arriving in Utah, Joseph and his family settled in Henefer, Summit County, Utah. They lived in a little log house over by the foothills, or in the local vernacular, “over the meadow.” Joseph was a hardworking man. He and his sons cleared the land of sagebrush and trees, so they could till the soil and provide for their family. Joseph was also a good butcher and always went by the signs of the moon to tell him when it was time to kill the animals so the meat wouldn’t spoil so quickly.

Joseph Richins became a United States citizen on April 5, 1881. He was ordained an Elder in October 1876, which enabled him and Jane to receive their endowments in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City, Utah. They were sealed together by Joseph F. Smith, President of the Church.

Jane Morse Richins was a faithful Latter-day Saint who loved her family dearly. In October 1885 she became ill and suffered greatly for about three weeks. She had the best care available, but it seemed as though her mission on earth was fulfilled and she was needed elsewhere. She passed away November 3, 1885. She was laid to rest in the Henefer Cemetery.

On April 21, 1866 Joseph married Hannah Harrop in the Logan Temple, with President Merrill officiating. During their stay in Logan they performed temple work several friends and family members who had died. In November 1886 they returned to the Logan Temple to do the temple work for Joseph’s parents, Henry and Sarah Haines Richins, as well as many other people. He also had Elizabeth Morse, who had died and was the sister of his first wife Jane, sealed to him.

Joseph became very ill during the winter 0f 1886, but through the blessings of the Priesthood and the kind attention of his wife and family, he was restored to his former health. On July 6, 1892 Joseph and Hannah received their second anointing in the Salt Lake Temple, where they also performed additional temple work for Joseph’s wives who had died.

Joseph was ordained a High Priest on March 4, 1887 at Hoytsville, Utah by President Andrew Peterson. He fulfilled a calling as a stake missionary in the Summit Stake, beginning in 1896. He supported his forth son, William, on a mission to the Northwestern States. Joseph loved his family and helped them when and how he could. He died March 14, 1898 at the age of 72 and was buried in the Henefer (Utah) Cemetery.

John Waters 

John met his future wife in England at a home where they both were working. They found a common interest in the Mormon Church. They both were converted to Mormonism around 1851. They decided to leave England and go to America where the Mormons were gathering in the Rocky Mountains.

They arrived on the east coast of America when both were in their early twenties and began their trek across the plains to the Salt Lake Valley. Sarah was in a handcart company with her sister and her family, and John drove a wagon for a wealthy man.

They arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on 6 Oct 1853, and a few days later, Sarah went south to Salt Creek with her sister's family. When an elderly lady came to camp to find someone to rent her farm and live in the farmhouse with her, Sarah and John decided to take the offer. They were quickly married and moved in with the lady in South Cottonwood, Salt Lake County, Utah.

In Apr 1854, they moved to Springville, Utah where pioneer conditions still existed. In 1860, John was asked by the church leaders to go the Council Bluffs, Iowa, assist immigrants on their way to Utah, and to bring back supplies for the settlers in Utah. He left on 23 Apr, 1860. While he was gone, his wife gave birth to their 4th child, George Birch Waters on 24 September. Eventually they had 9 children to help them work their farm and to help defend the community against Indian raids. At one time their cow strayed away, and when John located it, he found it had been killed by the Indians on Union Bench, later known as Mapleton. While he was looking at the dead cow, an Indian rode up and made signs indicating that if John molested the carcass, the Indian would cut his throat. All they got from the cow was the hide and a little fat. Another time, two cows were poisoned, a great loss to the family, as they only had a meager living.

In the winter of 1864, the family moved into a small adobe house before it was finished. John traded a yoke of cattle for a piece of land, which helped to provide a living for the family.

Sarah Birch 

In the summer of 1851, Sarah heard about Mormonism from Henry Goodsell, the husband of her eldest sister. She became interested, but had to be cautious because of local resistance to the new faith. She was so closely watched that she had to keep her books and papers locked up. Sometimes she would walk several miles after dark, without an escort, to meet an elder of the church and then could only stay fifteen or twenty minutes. Her mail was brought to the house every morning, but she soon found that her letters were in danger of being destroyed. She had a good friend in the boy who brought them, and when there was one for her, he would have it in his pocket and not in the letter bag, so he could give it to her privately.

Sarah met John Waters, who was working at the same home where she was, and found that he was also interested in Mormonism. They talked about it whenever possible. Eventually they were converted to Mormonism and joined the church. She left her place of employment and went to stay with her sister in Dover.

Sarah and John went to America intending to join with others of their faith in the Salt Lake Valley. She trudged across the plains in a handcart company and John drove a team of oxen for a wealthy man. They arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on 6 Oct 1853. A few days later, Sarah went with her sister and her family to Salt Creek. When an aged lady came to camp asking for someone who would rent her farm and let her live in the farmhouse, Sarah and John decided to take the offer. They were quickly married, just seventeen days after arriving in Utah, and moved in with the old lady in South Cottonwood, Salt Lake County, Utah.

In Apr 1854, they moved to Springville where they settled and raised a family of 9 children in harsh pioneer conditions where Indian raids were common.

Charles Clark Burr 

Charles was born in his parents' house January 30, 1817 at Port Leyden, Lewis County, New York. He spent his youth helping to work his father's large farm. Sarah was born June 6, 1821 at Jefferson, Schoharie, New York, the daughter of John Sloat and Catherine Crast. They were married December 28, 1843.

About two years after he married Sarah, Charles became interested in the Latter-day Saint doctrines and was baptized. He thought it to their best interests to accompany his people and other Saints to the west coast on the ship “Brooklyn” under the supervision of Elder Brannan, and, accordingly, booked passage for his family. They sold their property on 13 Jan 1846 and immediately left for New York City where they boarded the ship to sail around the horn of South America to San Francisco where they hoped to join other Mormons.

They set sail on 4 Feb 1846. Among the 230 Mormon pioneer passengers were Charles, his wife and infant son Charles, his parents and brother, Amasa. Sarah was eight months pregnant when the voyage began.

Sarah, being in a delicate condition, suffered greatly from seasickness, yet she bravely looked forward to her mission as mother and a new life wherever the Church of her husband's choice would be established. She possessed those sterling New England qualities of strength, forbearance and determination.

The baby, a son, arrived while the ship was sailing toward Cape Horn on February 24, 1846. A few Sundays later Elder Samuel Brannan performed the christening in an impressive ceremony on deck and solemnly named the infant John Atlantic. Three weeks later, on March 17, 1846, Charles and Sarah’s first born son Charles E. W., who was just fifteen months old, died.

Two years after landing in the small village of Yerba Buena, they again started the long and tedious journey to Utah with John Atlantic and Nathan who was born during their stay in California. They arrived in the autumn of 1848 with other members of the Burr family, and in November of that year Sarah was baptized a member of the Latter-day Saint Church.

When Johnston's army was preparing to enter Salt Lake City the Burrs, with other Saints, joined in the "Move South." They went to Payson where Charles engaged in the sawmill business for sixteen years. Burr Mill Flat in Payson Canyon was named in honor of his mill. In later years the site of this pioneer mill became one of the favorite picnic spots in the canyon.

Grass Valley became the next home of the Burr family where Charles engaged in dairying. Later he entered the mercantile business and also served as the first postmaster of this small community. The town of Burrville was named for this family. When the Relief Society was organized at this place, Sarah was chosen president and her daughter, Jane, first counselor.

Charles was active in civic affairs in Burrville. He served as the election judge and was also the agent for the Deseret News for many years.

The golden wedding anniversary of Charles and Sarah was fittingly celebrated in the town named for them with a lavish dinner, a program and dance.

Charles passed away in 1903 in Burrville at the age of 86 years after a short, severe illness. Seven years later Sarah died at the age of 89.

