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Thomas Gridley (1612 - 1655), who came from England to America on the “Griffin” in 1633 and briefly was a member of the Massachusetts Bay Colony at Boston, by 1640 was a Founder of Windsor as well as Hartford, Connecticut.  He and his

descendents have received scant recognition either in the history of Connecticut or in the towns he helped establish.  He and his wife Mary Seymour had sons Samuel (1647 - 1712) and Thomas (1650 - 1742).  Sons Samuel and Thomas were principal figures in the establishment of Farmington, Conn.  From each of these sons came descendents who were eminent figures in the history of this country.  Included among the~e personages

was a descendent of son Samuel; namely, I. Reuel Gridley (1829 -1870), and descendents of son Thomas; namely, II. General Asahel Gridley (1810 - 1881), III. Captain Charles Vernon Gridley (1844 - 1898), and IV. President Gerald R. Ford (1913 - )
I.
Reuel Gridley of Hannibal, Mo. & Austin, Nevada


The first of these eminent descendents was Reuel Gridley of Hannibal, Mo., who although in the last half of the 19th century was a prominent figure in America, in the 20th century is recognized only in Austin, Nevada with a population of only 700.
At no time was his ancestry in Connecticut traced, and he has not been remembered in either century for his close relationship with Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain.  This article will

try to rectify these omissions and re-establish Reuel Gridley as an important figure in the history of this country.  At the same time this sketch may make another step in establishing the importance of the emigrant Thomas Gridley (see Nutmegger, Vol. 26, No. 2, Sept. 1993, pp. 210ff.).


Reuel Gridley was a descendent of Thomas Gridley through Thomas' son Samuel and his wife Esther Thompson of Farmington, Conn.  Esther Thompson's (b. 1655) father Thomas Thompson at the age of 18 in 1635 embarked on the “Abigail” from London to Boston and then continued on to Hartford, where he was one of the Founders.  Following his marriage to Ann Welles in 1646, the daughter of Thomas Welles of Wethersfield, who earlier had been a Founder of Hartford and was Governor of Connecticut in 1655 and 1658) he moved to Farmington.  Samuel's mother lived with her two sons in Farmington following Thomas Gridley's death and her marriage to

John Langdon.  Samuel and Esther Gridley lived on Bird's Hill in Farmington on the north side of the road to Hartford and were members of the Congregational Church.


Samuel and Esther Gridley's fourth son Joseph was baptized on 6 March 1684, married Hannah Lewis, Ca. 1713 and died on 7 December 1772.  Joseph had fought in the Battle of Bunker Hill and had been presiding deacon for 32 years at the Congregational Church in Southington where he owned 500 acres of land and

was a blacksmith.  Joseph and Hannah's youngest of eight children Abel was born on 26 September 1729 and married Hannah Clark on 17 January 1757.  In 1780 Abel moved to Litchf ield and later moved to Harwinton.  Abel died on 8 January1807.


Abel and Hannah's fifth of nine children was Reuel Gridley (1765 - 1798) who married Millicent Colt in 1793. Millicent was the daughter of Jonathan Higley Colt.  It was Reuel and Millicent Gridley's son Amos (1794 - 1833) and his wife Sarah Thompson who were parents of Reuel Colt Gridley, the subject of this profile.  After Reuel Gridley died, Millicent married Reuel's brother Abel Gridley.


Reuel Colt Gridley, the grandson of Reuel and Millicent Colt Gridley, was born in Hannibal, Missouri on January 23, 1829, the only son of Amos and Sarah Ann (Sally) Thornhill Thompson Gridley.


Reuel's father Amos had come to Hannibal, Mo. From Harwinton, Conn.  Apparently Amos Gridley moved to Missouri shortly after 1/20/1818 when he sold his property in Harwinton to Fred Catlin.  Amos Gridley married Sarah Thompson

on 16 September 1826 at the home of the bride's father Giles Thompson in Hannibal.  The Thompsons were the first permanent white settlers in the area.


Reuel had three sisters, one of whom -- Clarissa -- was the second white child born in northeast Missouri.


Amos Gridley, Reuel's father, a stone mason, carpenter, and merchant, died in Hannibal, Mo. on 23 May 1833 at age 39, one of scores of fatalities in a cholera epidemic that swept through the area.  Reuel Colt Gridley did not even know his grandfather Reuel's name, the man after whom he himself was named.  He did  know that his grandmother was from the celebrated Colt family of Connecticut, the most famous of

which, Samuel (1814 - 1862), invented the revolving pistol.


As a child Reuel Gridley's family lived just two doors from Samuel Clemens' family, who came to Hannibal in 1839.  For a time Reuel and Sam were near neighbors, but Sam' s parents moved into a hotel at Second (later Main St.) and Hill.  However, their friendship remained.  Samuel Clemens was six years younger than Reuel Gridley.


A story coming out of Hannibal told by the town druggist J.B. Brown in 1914 (“Hannibal Courier,” 31 January 1914) tells how when the River would rise a slough would be formed in Craig's Alley, making a deep gully full of water.  (Another version of

the same story has the location at a pond off Bear Creek where the boys were accustomed to swim and fish for bullheads.)  One day, Brown tells, how he as a young boy recalled

seeing Reuel go to that slough and cast his fishing line with floats.  Meanwhile Reuel used a rowboat nearby in which to recline and wait for a fish to pull down one of his: floats. On this lazy, spring-fever day Reuel fell sound asleep.  School dismissed at Third and Center streets nearby, and along came some school boys including Sam Clemens.  (Since Reuel is known to have been “the older boy in school, his schedule

could have been different from that of the other boys.)  The boys began bombarding Reuel's line with sticks and stones.  He awoke and took off after the boys.  All of them got away but Sam.  He was the smallest.  Reuel picked him up by the jacket and pants and threw him in the slough.   At the time Reuel was 16; Sam was 10.


Sam hadn't yet learned to swim and was thrashing around in the water as Reuel picked up his fishing tackle and left. Two men working in Roderick's blacksmith shop at Second and Rock Streets heard and saw Sam and ran to his rescue, dove in

and pulled him out.  According to J. B. Brown, these two workmen saved Samuel Clemens' life and consequently “saved for the world its greatest humorist”

By the time Samuel Clemens had become Mark Twain he claimed that he had been rescued in a substantially drowned condition nine times, speaking of his notorious luck and being “a cat in disguise.”  (Sam Clemens of Hannibal, Dixon Wecter, 1952, p. 169)


For Samuel Clemens activity in the water even when dangerous was play, and in a letter to the widow of Will Bowen, one of his boyhood friends, written June 6, 1900 he described the golden days of youth: “I should greatly like to re-live my youth, and then get drowned . . .I should like to call back Will Bowen and John Garth and the others, and live the life, and be as we were, and make holiday until 15, then all drown together."  (Wecter, op cit., p. 168 referring to Mark Twain's Letters to Will Bowen, p.17).


At age 17 Reuel became a Christian by confession of faith and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in Hannibal.  He served the church as a class leader and steward and took great interest in Sunday Schools so far as to assist them financially.


At age 18 Reuel enlisted in the army and served in the Mexican War in 1847-48.  He was stationed in Taos, New Mexico.


Reuel Colt Gridley married Susan (Susanah) Snyder on 19 September 1850 in Louisiana, Mo. at a time when he was working just 15 miles away in Bowling Green) Mo.  Susan was born 9 April 1831.  The ceremony was performed by Minister of the

Gospel W. F. Cowles.


In 1852 Reuel  took off for California via the Panama Overland Short-Cut, leaving his wife in Missouri.  He went by steamship to St. Louis, then to New Orleans and thence to Colon or Chaques and overland across Panama, and on by boat to San Francisco.  In 1854 his family joined him.  In California his young family consisted of wife and children:  Amos Brice Gridley, Clara E., Josephine, and Mary.


Reuel was six-feet tall and handsome, wore a heavy beard, and his dark, brooding eyes gave the impression that he was constantly worried, which, it was said, he was not.


In California Gridley tried his hand at journalism, banking, and the mail express business.  His was the first mail express service to the upper regions northeast of  Oroville.

In 1860-62 Gridley's express route operated from Oroville to Honey Lake Valley, Ca., via Inskip and Humbug Valley.  At Oroville it connected with Wells Fargo and Company.


After the discovery of silver in Nevada, Gridley left California and settled in Austin, Lander County, Nevada, where he became senior partner in the firm of Gridley, Hobart and Jacobs, the town's general store.


Samuel Clemens, who also had moved first to San Francisco, subsequently continued on to Virginia City, Nevada in September of 1862.  Sam and Reuel were to meet again.  Mark Twain writes in his Autobiography –“Reuel Gridley went away

to the wars and we heard of him no more for fifteen or sixteen years.  Then one day in Carson City, while I was having a difficulty with an editor on the sidewalk -- an editor

better built for war than I was -- I heard a voice say: Give him the best you've got, Sam.  I'm at your back.'  It was Reuel Gridley.  He said he had not recognized me by my face,

but by my drawling style of speech.


On February 7, 1864 Samuel Clemens made his debut as Mark Twain in the New York Sundav Mercury writing about “Doings in Nevada.   Continuing in Nevada as Sam Clemens he became controversial for his outrageous and hilarious coverage

of the political scene for the Enterprise in Virginia City.


Meanwhile in Austin, Nevada Reuel Gridley was Raking political waves of his own.  Reuel was a candidate for Mayor. At the municipal election held at Austin on the morning of April 20, 1864 great interest was aroused over a bet between

Reuel Gridley, a “War Democrat” opposed to President Abraham Lincoln but loyal to the Union and Doctor H.S. Herrick a county official and fervent Republican.


The bet was: if the Democrats won, Dr. Herrick- would carry a sack of flour from Clifton to Austin, the distance of a mile and a quarter, marching to the tune of “Dixie.”  If the Republicans won, Gridley would do the same but marching to the strains of “Old John Brown,” today known as “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

Gridley lost, and a large crowd gathered outside the general store, as Gridley appeared with a fifty pound sack of flour trimmed with red, white, and blue ribbons.


Thirty-six men on horseback formed a band and headed by the town officials-elect.  Dr. Herrick carried Gridley's hat and cane, and Gridley's thirteen year old son Amos carried the American flag.


Members of the Democratic committee followed.  Two of them supported emblems -- a large sponge carried on top of a pole to signify that the Republican winners were entitled to absorb all the political jobs in town; and a broom to indicate a clean sweep of the Democrats.  Bringing up the rear were a group of Indians, small boys, and a number of drunken citizens.


The crowd chanted “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah.” Steam whistles blew at the mines.  Spectators urged Gridley on.


In one half an hour Gridley delivered the sack of flour to Clifton where Herrick was waiting for him.  After the health of all had been saluted numerous times1 someone raised the question of what to do with the sack of flour.


Dr. Herrick said he had no use for it.  A Republican suggested that pancakes be made of it and consumed on the spot by Republicans only, which aroused an indignant response from Democrats along with a shouting match.


Gridley, speaking for the Democrats, responded, “This crowd of people has had its fun at my expense; let us see now who will do most for the sick and wounded soldiers.  We will put this sack of flour up at auction and sell it, with the understanding that, whoever the purchaser may be, he shall pay the amount bid, and give the flour back to be sold again for the benefit of the Sanitary Commission."


The Sanitary Commission, the forerunner of the American Red Cross, began in 1861 early in the Civil War.  A U.S. Sanitary Commission was organized largely through the efforts of a New York clergyman, Doctor Henry Whitney Bellows and a hundred influential New York women.  A Western Commission headed by James E. Yeatman was based in St. Louis.  Its function was the care of the sick and wounded among the; troops of both sides in hospitals and prisons behind the Union lines.


Its chief supporter in California was Thomas Starr King, & friend of Dr. Bellows.  Gridley had heard King speak many times.  Gridley's suggestion for the benefit of the Commission apparently was unpremeditated.  The proposal was received with shouts and whistles of approval.


Gridley commenced the bidding with $300.  The bidding kept going up with the “winner” paying the amount of his bid and "owning the flour until somebody made a higher bid.


The crowd broke into a frenzy -- Republicans bidding against Democrats, miners against cowboys, landlords against mill owners, until all the twenty-dollar gold pieces in town were exhausted.  Smaller coins then were accepted. When they

ran out, someone bid a town lot.  Soon scrip, mining stock, and other negotiable securities were being accepted.  By mid-afternoon almost $5,000 had been collected, and Gridley still "owned" the sack of flour.  A procession then reformed and headed back to Austin.


Gridley sent the $5,000 to the Sanitary Commission in Washington and received this reply from Dr. Bellows: "The history of your sack of flour is undoubtedly more interesting and peculiar than any sack recorded, short of the sack of Troy,' and it would take another Homer to write it.  I rejoice that you do not carry on your shoulders all the money it has made... Allow me to congratulate you on your splendid success our common cause.  If it goes no further, it will make Reece River and Nevada shining parts of the history of our Sanitary Fund on the Pacific."


However, it did go further.  On May 16, 1864 Gridley responded to an invitation to auction his sack of flour at Gold Hill.  Here $5,225 was raised.  These funds were to go for the benefit of the St. Louis Sanitary Fair.  Earlier at St. Louis, where Sam Clemen's sister Pamela worked to raise funds for the Sanitary Commission, Pamela herself had been unsuccessful, and she appealed to brother Sam in Nevada to try his hand. Sam Clemens tried at both Gold Hill, the scene of Reuel Gridley's later success, and at Virginia City.  On May 17, 1864 he wrote his mother and sister that at Gold Hill he got a

group of women there to raise $3,000 and at Virginia City only $1,800 –“and that made us sick."


The Editor of the “Gold Hill News” was credited with dubbing Gridley's following at Gold Hill "The Army of the Lord.”  However, it is believed that the idea came from Sam Clemens, who himself followed all the action.  (Clemens

recounted the Sack of Flour Story in varying length and detail in his Autobiographv and Roughing It, and in the letter to his mother and sister dated 17 May 1864.)


From Gold Hill, Gridley's “The Army of the Lord” marched to Silver City, to Dayton, and to Virginia City for a day which Clemens called “the greatest day Virginia City ever saw."  Finally the march went to Comstock Lode where a total of $12,995

in coin was collected on the spot, plus a considerable amount of mining stock and a fine double-barreled shotgun.  Washoe County added $22,000 to the fund.


Meanwhile during an evening when Sam Clemens was drunk he wrote a column which he did not intend to publish but which a worker in his office took off his desk and published.  Clemens intimated that the funds Gridley had collected “had been diverted from their legitimate course.”   What Mark Twain intended as humour, a hoax, and written in “drunken jest was not so taken by the populace, and he immediately became the center of a storm of controversy.  Clemens was even challenged to a duel.  While practicing for it by shooting at a barn door, he could hear his opponent practicing in a

ravine nearby and worried that when the man approached him, he would note that there were no. marks on the barn door.  As the opponent James Laird, Editor and Proprietor of the Union, came over the ridge, a mud hen flew by, and Steve Gillis, Clemens' second, whipped out his revolver and shot of f its head.  Seeing the headless bird, Laird inquired, “Who did that?” Before Clemens could say anything, Gillis replied, “Sam.” Laird's second asked how far off the bird had been, and Gillis said “about thirty yards.” The second then asked how often Clemens could do that, and Gillis said languidly, "Oh, about

four times out of five!”   Clemens and Laird exchanged a few words of greeting, Laird's second took him home, and Laird wrote Clemens a note declining to fight a duel on any terms.


A heated exchange of columns and letters in the Union and the Enterprise and Sam Clemens had gone on centering on Clemens and Laird and the group of women who took most serious offense to Clemens' “joke.”  (Mark Twain'Letters, Branch, Frank, and Sanderson, Vol. 1, p. 281ff.)


Samuel Clemens, although he escaped the possibility of being killed in a duel, was not able to extricate himself from the predicament he put himself into with his column on the supposed hoax of the use of the funds Gridley was raising. Sam had to leave Nevada.  On May 29, 1864 Samuel Clemens took a California stage to San Francisco.  Gillis accompanied him.


In June of 1864 Reuel Gridley left California via Panama to carry on his campaign on the Atlantic Coast.  In June of 1865, when Reuel Gridley was in New York City on his “Sack of Flour Campaign,” he learned that Col. William Seward Gridley (1838   1889) was also in New York City and was engaged in writing a Gridley family history, which his father-in law Judge Grandison Thomson Gridley (1816 - 1889) of Jackson, Michigan started.  Reuel  looked up Col. William Gridley being curious about his own ancestry, since his father died in Missouri far away from Connecticut from whence he knew his ancestors had come, when he, Reuel, was only four years of age.


This was a unique meeting between the Gridley from the East -- William Seward, and the Gridley from the West -- Reuel Colt -- the eastern Gridley, a veteran of many

battles in the Civil War and the western Gridley, a campaigner for raising funds for the assistance of wounded veterans. These two men -- Reuel at age 36 and William Seward at age 26 --  were also related in an unusual way.  They must have had much to talk about.


Gridley became famous throughout the country and went with his sack of flour to San Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton, New York City and other eastern cities.  Approximately $275,000 was raised for the Sanitary Fund.  Gridley paid all expenses out of his own pocket and returned home broke and in ill health because of the strain.  Sam Clemens told how Gridley climaxed his "Flour Sack Saga" by taking the sack to “a monster Sanitary Fair” in St. Louis, where he again sold the sack for a large sum and had the flour baked into small cakes and retailed at high prices.  "This is probably the only instance on record where common family flour brought three thousand dollars a pound in the public market.“  Sam also reported that Reuel traveled fifteen thousand miles in three months. (Roughing It)  Twain's account was reproduced in part many years later in “Reader's Digest” as Vignette of History, #53


By 1866 the two Sanitary organizations combined with the backing of General Ulysses S. Grant in 1864 raised $5.7 million in cash and an estimated $18.5 million worth of supplies.


Of the two young men from Hannibal, Missouri, Samuel Clemens as Mark Twain, the writer and humorist, was to rise to immortalized fame throughout the world.  Reuel Gridley, the philanthropist, as a national figure sank into oblivion.


Reuel Gridley was one of the greatest  unarmed heroes' of the Civil War.  He returned to Nevada ill and impoverished and was advised to move to a warmer climate.  In the Fall of 1866 he bought a team and light wagon, and lying on a bed in the wagon, his wife and three children brought him over the Sierra Nevada mountains to Stockton, Ca.  Upon arrival the family camped in tules some distance from town.  Each day Gridley hobbled into town on crutches to buy needed supplies. Later he moved into what was the former two room “pesthouse” of the city.  Then someone discovered who he was, and

although he resented accepting charity, the local citizens presented him with a comfortable home, ample food, and medical attention.  He worked in a grocery story as a partner of Henry Sargent on Hunter Street in Stockton and was active in the local Methodist Church and in Masonic affairs.  On May 23, 1867 he transferred his membership from Austin Lodge #10, Nevada, to Morning Star Lodge #68 in Stockton.  He was also Senior Warden of Stockton Commandery #8, Knight Templars,

when it was chartered in 1867.


In 1868 Gridley moved to Paradise, Stanislaus County, Ca. where he operated a general store and was postmaster until his death in 1870.  At his request he was buried in Stockton and was laid to rest in the gravesite of a friend.


The sack was given to the Nevada Historical Society on October 13, 1914, the 50th anniversary of Nevada's admission to statehood.  Gridley's daughter, Mrs. Josephine Wood of Modesto, Ca. made the presentation.  The sack, ribbons and all, remain at the Nevada Historical Society Museum in Reno, Nev.


Gridley was buried in a section of the Stockton, Ca. Rural Cemetery set aside for veterans of the Mexican War.  In 1882 a decision was made by Rawlins Post No. 23, Grand Army of the Republic, to replace the wooden board marking his grave with a monument, and by permission of his widow dated December 9, 1886 his remains and those of an infant daughter who died July 28, 1868 were removed to the present location in front of the monument.


Requests for financial assistance from other GAR posts in California and throughout the county were unavailing.  Money for the monument was made locally by auctioning of miniature sacks of flour at the San Joaquin Pioneer Society picnic where

sixty-four people purchased the bags.


The monument was dedicated on September 9, 1887) Admission Day in California, with a parade and elaborate ceremony.


Standing on a knoll in the Rural Cemetery in Stockton, overlooking hundreds of other white marble headstones of veterans of all wars since the Mexican War it is inscribed:

“The Soldier's Friend”

Reuel C. Gridley

born January 23, 1829

Died November 24, 1870

Erected by

Rawlins Post No.23

Grand Army of the Republic

and the citizens of Stockton

September 9, 1887, in

gratitude for services

rendered to Union Soldiers,

during the War of the Rebellion,

in collection $275,000 for

the Sanitary Commission by

selling and reselling a

sack of flour.


The base of the statue was thirteen feet two inches high. On top of the base is a life size statue of Gridley, with the sack of flour at his side.  The statue was carved in Italy of fine grained Italian marble.  The base, produced in Stockton, cost $2,000.  The statue cost $1,777.  The fund was $226.25 short of the goal.  In spite of an appeal at the dedication ceremony, only an additional $75 was collected.  It was hoped that the contributions would have far exceeded the amount needed for the statue so that Reuel's widow Susan could be assisted in her state of near poverty.


Nothing is in the record to indicate how the balance between $75 and $226.25 was raised.


Nothing also is in the record to account for spending $3,777 on a statue when the widow of the one being honored was nearly destitute.


Since the day of the dedication of the Gridley monument, each Decoration (or Memorial) Day a patriotic service is held at the base of the statue, first by the GAR and now by the United Veterans.  On Sunday May 30, 1965 at a ceremony beginning at 11:30 a.m. the statue was marked by a bronze plaque as California Registered Historical Landmark No. 801.


Annually in June what is called "the loneliest Highway in America" -- Route 50 becomes alive.  This is the time when afestival in Reuel Gridley's honor is held in Austin, the geographic center of Nevada, sponsored by the Nevada State Dept. of Tourism.  The Lincoln "I survived" Run is held between Fallon and Austin -- 125 miles.  Sign-ins are at the Outback Saloon in Fallon.  Other activities in Austin include: the Nevada State Fiddle Contest, Hot Air Balloon Rides, Horseshoe Pitching, Flour Sack Racing, Hardrock Drilling and Mucking Contest, a Dance and Arm Wrestling at the International Bar, Wet T-Shirt Contest, Mud Wrestling, and a Bar-B-Que.


Susan Snyder Gridley died probably in Modesto, California on March 11, 1910 at age 79, 11 months, and 2 days. Members of the Rawlins Post did manage to get special permission to have her laid to rest beside her husband Reuel  Colt Gridley.  This was done on April 3, 1912.


Although Sam Clemens and Reuel Gridley parted in Nevada under the worst of circumstances, it is obvious from referencesto Reuel in Sam's writings that he thought of Reuel with a regard higher than he was willing to express.  In Roughing It

Mark Twain wrote, "Mr. Gridley was a soldier in the Mexican War and a pioneer Californian.  He died at Stockton, California, in December, 1870, greatly regretted."  With this sentence, even containing two errors of fact, Mark Twain proved himself to be a master of both humour and understatement.


Although Col. William Seward Gridley and Reuel Gridley parted in New York City in 1865, it is obvious that the Colonel followed the career of Reuel Colt Gridley.  The impression left on the Colonel by Reuel was that Reuel was "too whole-souled

and kind-hearted to ever become rich"  In 1871 Col. William Seward Gridley addressed a long letter to the editor of his Jackson, Michigan newspaper in which he ascribed a fitting

tribute to the memory of Reuel Gridley: "He leaves the wife of his youth and four children.. .a number of relatives, troops of friends, and a great nation to mourn his loss: in fact humanity the world over deplores the loss of such men.  His children should be adopted as the wards of the nation.  May they live long to honor the name of their noble father, and to imitate his worthy example in doing good.  The nation will listen to the grand history of that sack of flour with gratitude and gladness.  His death will only be remembered in sorrow."


William Seward Gridley was the ninth child of Reuben Gridley and Mary De Mule and was born in Schenectady, N.Y. on July 13, 1838.  When he was four years old both of his parents died suddenly, and his sister Sarah placed him and his twin brother Henry with the Shakers at Lebanon, N.Y. where he remained until he was fourteen years of age.  He returned to Schenectady, worked for his brQther-in-law Thomas Cleary at a Hotel, and began the study of law.

At the onset of the Civil War William Seward called a mass meeting, within three days organized a company, believed to be the first from Schenectady, and offered his services without pay and his company's to New York's Governor Morgan.  Capt. Gridley's Company A of the 18th Regiment was mustered into service on May 17, 1861 and ordered to Washington, D.C.  His company was brigaded and attached to the

5th Division, Army of Virginia.  On August 10, 1862: Gridley was promoted to Major and saw service in battles including Bull Run, White Oaks, Gaines's Mill, Chickahoming River, Charles City, Cross Keys, Malvern Hill, Crompton Pass, Antietam, and

the Wilderness.    Several of these encounters were part of the Seven Days' Battles under the command of General George B. McClellan in his attempt to capture Richmond, Virginia.
Col. William Seward Gridley wrote many articles for newspapers and magazines concerning the activities of the Army of the Potomac.


At his honorable discharge Gridley was made a Colonel and returned to Schenectady, again to study law and was admitted to the practice in 1865 as a partner with Judge Saunders of Schenectady.  At that same time he began an extensive study of the Gridley heritage, which his father-in-law Judge Grandison Thomson Gridley of Jackson, Michigan had begun.  The Judge's daughter Caroline Eleanor Gridley became

his wife on October 1, 1867, and in 1868 he moved to Jackson, Michigan to practice law.  In 1870 and 1871 he was appointed Chief Clerk of the Senate's Judiciary Committee for the State of Michigan, and in 1874 was appointed Special Examiner of Pensions with headquarters in Washington, D.C.  For many years Col. William Seward Gridley devoted himself to research on the Gridley family history.  Letters written to Julius Gay now filed in the Farmington Public Library in Farmington, Conn. and in the New England Historic and Genealogical Society in Boston attest to the intensity of his efforts.  In 1885 he moved to Chicago where he died suddenly on June 17, 1889.  His wife Eleanor and his granddaughter Marian Eleanor Gridley, the daughter of the Colonel's son William Thomson, continued the research.  Marian E. Gridley (1906 - 1974), who had married Robinson Johnson on 5/15/1932 but divorced him in 1948 and returned to the use of her name as Gridley, turned over the Gridley files to the New York State Library in Albany, N.Y. in 1972.


Col. William Seward Gridley was a descendent of the emigrant Thomas Gridley through his son Thomas (1850 - 1742) and Elizabeth Clark, Jonathan Sr. (1690 - 1779) and Mary Pinney, Jonathan Jr. (1726 -~1794) and Martha Adams, Isaac (1754 - 1818) and Sarah Lee, John (1774 - 1856) and Rachel Cotton, and Reuben (1805 - 1843) and Mary De Mille, William Seward Gridley's wife Caroline Eleanor Gridley was a descendent of the emigrant Thomas Gridley through his son Samuel (1647 - 1712) and Samuel's second wife Mary Humphrey through Hezekiah (1701 - 1776) and Sarah Newell Gridley, Hezekiah Jr.(1732 - 1816) and Abigail Peck Gridley, Asahel (1757 - 1833) and Chloe Hungerford Gridley, Norman (1790 - 1628) and Mary Thomson Gridley, and Grandison Thomson (1816 - 1889) and Caroline Wealthy Todd Gridley.


At their meeting in New York City in 1865 Col. William Seward Gridley provided Reuel Gridley with an identity of which previously he had been unaware and which must have enriched his life.  From 1865 until his death in 1870 he had a bond with an important figure in the Civil War, but even more important - - he was connected with a heritage that reached back to the origin of two communities in the Colony of Connecticut - - Windsor and Hartford and one of their founders Thomas Gridley.
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