EMINENT DESCENDENTS OF THE EMIGRANT

THOMAS GRIDLEY

A Founder of

Windsor and Hartford, Connecticut

IV.

Gerald R. Ford,

President of the United States

(1913  -  )


Biographies of President Gerald R. Ford generally give the name of his biological father, the name of his adoptive father, and the name of his biological mother.


The Gerald R. Ford Library in Ann Arbor, Michigan has a biography prepared by William H. McNitt on May 19, 1989 that traces his mother's heritage back another generation and states summarily that the ancestors were of English origin.  Included

among the families in the matrilineal ancestry are: “Adams, Ayer, Butler, Chase, Collins, Comstock, Ely, Gove (?Gore), Gridley, Manney, Rickettson, and Selden.”

"The DAR Lineage Book" (%96881) lists Mrs. Dorothy Gardner Ford as a descendent of Theodore Gridley, but obscures the proper identification by recording her as "the wife of Gerold Ford.   One reading the Lineage Book because of the misspelling “Gerold” instead of “Gerald” and because of the omission of the middle initial R. would be hard pressed to realize that this was really Gerald R. Ford, the adoptive father of Gerald R. Ford, the President of the United States.  The "DAR Patriot Index" also errs in making Amy Lewis Theodore Gridley's third wife.  Theodore Gridley's third wife was Amy Ely.  Errors and omissions are also obvious in the article in "The American Genealogist" of January 1977.


The Gridley ancestry is of special importance to President Gerald R. Ford’s heritage since both his mother Dorothy Gardner Ford became a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and he Gerald R. Ford became a member of the Sons of the American Revolution because of the Gridley ancestry from Theodore Gridley of Farmington, Connecticut and Clinton, New York.


Since nowhere in literature is the patrilineal heritage of Theodore Gridley, Gerald R. Ford's earliest identified ancestor, traced, and since nowhere is there an account of the heritage of Theodore Gridley's third wife Amy Ely traced, both of these omissions will be attempted to be rectified.


Gerald R. Ford through Theodore Gridley was a direct descendent of the emigrant Thomas Gridley (1612 - 1655) and his wife Mary Seymour through their second son – Thomas Gridley, Jr. (1 August 1650 - 1742) and his wife Elizabeth Clark (b.Ca. 1663; d. Ca. 1696), who were married in Farmington on 25 December 1679.  Elizabeth was the daughter of Sergeant. John Clark (1630 - 1712) and Rebecca Marvin (b. 1639) were married in 1652, the same year in which daughter Elizabeth was born. Rebecca Marvin was the daughter of Matthew Marvin.  Following the Marvin's emigration to America in 1635 on the ”Increase,”  they settled in Hartford for a few years but then moved to Norwalk where Matthew became known as “one of the most distinguished of the Norwalk fathers.”

Hannah Marvin, the youngest of the Marvin children, when she was 16 years of age married Thomas Seymour, the son of Richard Seymour, the brother of Mary Seymour; the wife of Thomas Gridley, Sr.


In 1873 Thomas Gridley was one of the original proprietors of Farmington, having an interest in its settlement of 53 pounds.


Early on he was interested in the settlement in Waterbury, Connecticut, but decided to remain in Farmington, where he was one of 84 proprietors.


Thomas Gridley and his wife Elizabeth were admitted to the church in Farmington -- he on 2/6/1680-1; she on 13 August 1682.


Thomas Gridley along with his elder brother Samuel were proprietors of the leading business in Farmington.  They combined blacksmithing with selling general merchandise. Thomas was called “Smith" and Samuel "The Merchant."  Each had an equal interest in both enterprises.


Thomas and Elizabeth's home was at the corner of Main Street and Mountain Lane, half a mile south of the church, where Thomas and his family lived for many years.  The home was given to Thomas by John Langdon, whom his mother had married following the death of his father, in 1680 and was on one acre "on the north side of the highway leading to ye ould mill."  Elizabeth Clark Gridley died in April of 1696, and

Thomas remained a widower for 46 years and never remarried.


There was no will or inventory for Thomas Gridley, Jr. He began the disposition of his property years earlier in a number of transactions which included transfer of deeds to various family members including his son Johnathan Gridley, Sr.


Son Jonathan was the eighth of eleven children and the youngest son.  Jonathan was born 2 November 1690 and married Mary Pinney on 17 November 1711.  Mary Pinney was the daughter of Isaac and Sarah Clark Pinney of Windsor and was born 4 March 1690. Her father was the son of Humphrey Pinney who in 1630 came with Rev. Mr. Warham's group on the “Mary and John” to Dorchester and shortly thereafter settled in Windsor. (Stiles, “Genealogy," Ancient Windsor, p. 608-610).  Jonathan Gridley died November 16, 1778.  His wife died in 1781.


Jonathan and Mary's seventh and last child was son Jonathan Gridley, Jr., who was born 12 December 1726.


Jonathan Gridley, Jr., was married for the first time ca.1747 to Ruth Judd (b. 5 November 1728).  Ruth Judd's parents were William Judd and Ruth Lee (b. 14 June 1703), who were married in Farmington 14 May 1722-3.  Her father's ancestry in  Connecticut went back through John Judd and Rachel St. John Judd to William Judd and Mary Steele Judd (m. 3/31/1657-8 in Farmington).  William was the son of Deacon Thomas Judd, a Founder of Hartford, whose father was William Judd.  Her mother Ruth Lee's ancestry went back through two John Lees on the paternal side.  The earlier John Lee was born in Essex County, England Ca. 1620, settled in Farmington in 1641,

married Mary Hart, a daughter of Stephen Hart, in 1658, and died 8 August 1690.  Mary Hart Lee died 10 October 1710 after marrying Jedidiah Strong of Northampton, Mass. 5 January 1892.  John Lee is buried in the Old Main Street Cemetery in Farmington, site

#254.


Ruth Judd's maternal grandparents were John Lee, b. 11 June 1659, who married Elizabeth Loomis (b. 1664), the daughter of Thomas Loomis, 27 December1682.  Thomas Loomis was the son of Joseph Loomis, a Founder of Windsor.  John Lee,

Jr., died 24 April 1773.


Both John Lees resided in a homestead on the site now occupied by Miss Porter's School in Farmington. 


Jonathan Gridley, Jr., was married a second time on 18 October 1750 to Martha Adams.  Some genealogists have her as a cousin of John Adams, the second President of the UnitedStates.  She is supposed to have had a John Adams and Martha Pinney as parents, John Adams and Abigail Smith as grandparents and Jeremy Adams as great grandfather.  However, she appears nowhere in the Henry and John Adams of  Massachusetts genealogy where she should be were she of that lineage. Stiles (“Genealogy” p. 10-11) states that the Thomas Adams families of Colchester and  Warehouse Point, Conn. can be connected with confidence to the Adams line in Massachusetts. There is then a possible connection between the Adams family of Massachusetts and the Adams family of Connecticut.


According to Barbour in FEH there was a Jeremy Adams at Braintree, Mass., Ca. 1632 who came to Hartford and became an original proprietor.  Jeremy and Henry Adams could have been related) and this may be the source of the tradition that Martha was a “cousin” of the second President of the U.S.

The Jeremy Adams records at Hartford went up in smoke when the home of the executor of his estate burned.  He, however, is known to have come to Hartford with Rev. Mr. Hooker's Company in 1836 and married Ca. 1638 for a second time Rebecca Greenhill, a widow.  He also operated and owned a tavern on the site where later the Universalist Church came to be located.  He married a third time Rebecca Fletcher

Warner on 25 June 1715 and appears to have removed to Middletown, Conn.


Jeremy and Rebecca Greenhill Adams' son John Adams, b. 1638, married Abigail Smith on 26 August 1657.  John died 16 September 1670.


John Adams, the son of John Adams and Abigail Smith, was born 4 September 1668 and with his wife Esther were original members of the West Hartford Church Ca. 1712.


They are on record for having children:


Elizabeth
b.6 March 1706


John

b.4 August 1708

Abigail

b. 12 October 1710


Patience
b.9 November 1712


William
b. 1 November 1719


They also had a son Sylvanus.


It was discovered that Bolton, Conn. originated in 1720 and that the following Adams were admitted to the Church:


Sylvanus
17 September 1736


Elizabeth
15 June 1740


Hannah
23 August 1741


Martha

23 August 1741


If the “Sylvanus” of West Hartford and Bolton were the same individual, this means that the John Adams family moved from West Hartford to Bolton after 1719 and had two more daughters - Hannah and Martha.


There is, however, no record of Martha's birth in Bolton, but there is a record of her marriage to Joseph Webster on 14 November 1744.


Putting all of this together with considerable speculation a possible conclusion to this problem may be: the John Adams who was born 4 August 1708 married Martha Pinney, and it is their daughter Martha Adams who married Jonathan Gridley, Jr., in

1750.


This Martha Adams is also thought by some genealogists to have come from Bolton.  If all of this is true, it also means that this was the second marriage for both Jonathan Gridley, Jr., and Martha Adams.


Jonathan Gridley, Jr., died in 1794.  Martha, his wife, died on 4 October 1815 at the age of 91 indicating her year of birth to be 1724.  She died in Vernon, N.Y.  His gravesite is in the Old Cemetery on Main Street in Farmington and is #145.


Jonathan Gridley, Jr., and his first wife Ruth Judd had one child, a son Jonathan, who died in infancy.  Jonathan, Jr. had seven children by his second wife Martha Adams.


Jonathan, Jr.'s son, ABRAHAM Gridley, b. 10 May 1753 in Farmington, Conn., married Ruth Porter on 14 April 1780, was in Whitestown in 1790, and became a Charter Member of the Congregational Church in Clinton, New York in 1791.  He had

come to Oneida County ca. 1787 with his brother THEODORE.


THEODORE was born in Farmington in December 1758.  On May 6, 1775 Theodore enlisted as private in the 6th Company commanded by Capt. Noadiah Hooker in the 2nd Regiment commanded by Colonel Samuel Wyllis and Col. Joseph Spencer.

He was in the battles at Bunker Hill and Lexington.  He was discharged December 18, 1775.  His first wife Ruth Lewis, whom he married in Farmington, died in 1806 in Clinton, N.Y. at age 54.  They lived on a 175 acre farm two miles south of Clinton where they had six children, including a son Horace (1783 - 1856) who married Lucy Cole in October of 1805, a son Chauncey, and a son Theodore, Jr., who married Ruth Nichols

on 1/1/1816.  In 1805 Theodore purchased a home on Fountain Street in Clinton and retained the farm until his death. Theodore, Senior's, second marriage was to Penelope Congdon of New Hartford, N.Y., whom he married in 1816. She died on 13 September 1817 at age 54.  Ruth and Penelope, Theodore's first and second wives, are buried near him in the Old Burying Grounds in Clinton, N.Y.  Theirs is a single gravestone with one half it alloted to the record of each.
THE ELY HERITAGE


Theodore Gridley's third marriage was on April 16, 1818 to Amy Ely, the daughter of Lieut. Wells (b. 1729 in Lyme) and Rebecca Selden Ely.  The ceremony was performed in Lyme by the Pastor of the Presbyterian Church Rev. Josiah Hawes. After the ceremony the couple returned to Clinton to live. Amy Ely was born in Lyme on July 11, 1777.  (Theodore Gridley's Revolutionary War Pension Record #W5287, Nat. Archives.)


Rebecca Selden (Ca. 1730 - 1804) was the second wife of Wells Ely in 1754, following the death of Wells Ely's first wife Elizabeth Williams.  Rebecca was the daughter of Capt. and Deacon Samuel Selden (b. Hadley, Mass. 17 May 1695; d.

Lyme, Conn. 28 February 1745) who Ca. 1721 married Deborah Dudley (b. Saybrook, Conn. 15 November 1701; d. 8 March 1800.)  Her parents were Joseph (b. 14 September 1674) and Sarah Pratt (b. Saybrook, Conn. 5 June 1680) Dudley who married in Saybrook on 10 December 1697.  Sarah Pratt Dudley's parents were Ensign John Pratt (b. 23 Feburary 1644 at Hartford, Conn.; d. Saybrook, Conn. 1726) and Sarah Jones who married at Guilford, Conn. on 8 June 1669.  Sarah Jones' parents were Thomas and Mary Jones of Guilford.  Mary died 16 September 1650 in Guilford.  Thomas died in England in 1654.


Wells Ely (b. 1729) was the son of Major Daniel Ely.  In May of 1789 the General Assembly of Conn. commissioned Wells Ely of Lyme 2nd Lieut. in the 4th Regiment.  With his second wife Rebecca Selden he had nine children, of which Amy Ely was the eighth.


Daniel Ely was born in Lyme in 1693 and was married four times.  His second wife was Ruth Wells who was born in 1696 and died on April 2, 1731.  She was the daughter of Samuel Wells (b. 1662) and Ruth Judson of Hartford, Conn.  Samuel Welles was the son of Thomas Welles and Hannah Tuttle Pantry, the widow of John Pantry.  Hannah was the daughter of William and Elizabeth Tuttle.  Thomas Welles and Hannah

were married 23 June 1654.  Thomas Welles was Quartermaster under Major John Mason in 1658.  Thomas died in 1668 when he fell from a cherry tree.  Hannah died 9 August 1683 at age 50. Thomas Welles was the son of Thomas Welles, who was born in

England, and married 1) Elizabeth Hunt, and 2) Elizabeth Deming Foote, the widow of Nathaniel Foote.  She died 28 July 1683 at age 88.  Thomas Welles' name is on the Founders Monument in Hartford, Conn. and was an early proprietor.  He was an early member of the first Church of Hartford.  His home was on the east side of what is now Governor Street.  He became a member of the Court of Magistrates on March 28,

1637 and continued until he was chosen deputy-governor on May 18, 1654, and again in 1656, 1657, and 1659.  He "as the first Treasurer of the Colony in 1639 and Secretary from 1640   1649.  In 1649 he was a Commissioner of the United Colonies.  He was Governor of Connecticut in 1655 and 1658.


In May of 1738 Daniel Ely was voted by the Connecticut Assembly a commission as Captain of the Company of Lyme.  In October of 1739 the Assembly appointed Daniel Ely, Esq. to be Major of the Third Regiment of the Colony.  In the years 1739

1750, 1756 - 1759, 1761 he was appointed Justice in and for the County of New London.  He represented Lyme in the General Assembly in Hartford in May of 1744, at New Haven in May of 1750, at New Haven in October of 1750, and at Hartford in November of 1744.   Major Daniel Ely died at age 83 on 14 March 1776.


Major Daniel Ely was the son of William Ely of Lyme who died 23 February 1717 in his 71st year and Elizabeth Smith, the daughter of Nathaniel Smith, who died 10 October 1750 in her 89th year.  William Ely's baptismal record is in Plymouth, England

dated 15 October 1647.  William was the son of Richard Ely of Plymouth, Devonshire, England.

William Ely, the eldest son of Richard had gone to the West Indies about the time his father~ moved from Boston to Lyme, Connecticut.


William Ely traveled from the West Indies in what was described as a rude brigantine with unskilled seamen, was dismantled in a furious gale and floundered in mid-ocean. Every man aboard was lost at sea ~pt William Ely, who, lashed to a disintegrated yard-arm floated for three days exhausted and with life nearly extinct until he was rescued by a Spanish ship which was exploring the shores of New England.

William was allowed to disembark near the mouth of the Connecticut River and from there sought and soon found his father's home in Old Lyme.


“Prayer and thanksgiving were offered up by the father and son for this Divine interposition, and daily, for weeks and months, he ascended to the height of a neighboring hill and there alone, with outstretched arms, poured forth his gratitude

to the Divine Master for the preservation of his child.”  (“The

Ely Ancestry,” p. 35.)


At the General Court in Hartford on 29 August 1689 William Ely was appointed Deputy for Lyme.  So again on 9 October1690.  Following these appointments from then until 1714 William Ely was active in many aspects of the government of Lyme and of Connecticut.  Many times he was Deputy for Lyme to the General Assembly; Commissioner for Lyme; Court Justice for New London County.  In May of 1697 he was appointed auditor to audit the Colony of Connecticut accounts.  On 7 October 1708 Capt. Wilham Ely was admitted attorney at the bar.  Several times he was appointed a member of a council to meet with the Governor.


William Ely's father Richard Ely of Plymouth, Devonshire, England first married Joan. Phipps who died in Plymouth on 7 January 1660.  In Plymouth Richard Ely had been a shipping merchant.  Some time within the next few years Richard Ely came to America as a widower and in Boston in 1664 married Mrs. Elizabeth Fenwick Cullick, the widow of Capt. John Cullick, who was for some time Secretary of the Colony of Connecticut.  Since his new wife had an interest in estates near the mouth of the  Connecticut River, Richard and Elizabeth Ely moved from Boston to Lyme, Conn., where their estate was largely composed of lands known as the Great Meadow and Six-mile Island, consisting of 3,000 acres.


Richard Ely was born in Hampshire, England Ca. 1610. Richard Ely died in Lyme on 24 November 1684.  His second wife Elizabeth died in Lyme on 12 November 1683.  In A.D.1901 the descendents of Richard and Joan. Ely and Elizabeth Fenwick Cullick erected a brownstone sarcophagus in the Ely Cemetery in Lyme.  The Richard Ely monument occupies a central site, somewhat elevated in the ancient Ely cemetery, where for nine generations, descendents only of this Richard Ely have been buried.  The original stone of Richard Ely has disappeared. The earliest Ely stone is that of Capt. William Ely (1647 -1717).


In Elizabeth Gridley Butler's memories of her past published in her article in 1906 she mentioned that she was an Ely descendent of three brothers who came to Plymouth on the Mayf lower.   This is undoubtedly an error, based on an erroneous family tradition.  The story is probably based on the fact that it is possible that three Ely brothers came from Plymouth, England to America, not to Plymouth in America.  They could have been Nathaniel, who settled in Hartford, Conn. in 1636, Richard, who settled in Lyme ca. 1660, and another kinsman John who came to Boston in 1650.  Unravelling this “Mayflower error” in Elizabeth Gridley Butler's Ely heritage does lead to a further explanation.  Major Daniel Ely3 following the death of his wife Ruth Wells, in 1731, the grandmother of Elizabeth Gridley Butler, married Mary Rose, who died in 1735, and following her death he married Ruhama Arnold of New London, Connecticut (7 September 1704 - 1788).   Ruhama was the daughter of John and Mercy Arnold (not Turner, as in “The Ely Ancestry “ Mercy Arnold was the daughter of Ruth and Jonathan Brewster, and Jonathan Brewster was the son of William Brewster, the “Mayflower”passenger.  (“NEHGR,” Vol. 66)


Another point of interest for Gerald R. Ford and his wife Elizabeth Bloomer is the fact that Major Daniel Ely and his fourth wife Ruhama Arnold had a son Elisha (1748 - 1801) who married Susannah Bloomer.


Richard Ely, the emigrant to America, had a heritage in Wonston, Hampshire, England.  Although the "Ely Ancestry" has two conflicting Ely genealogies, both of which end with Richard Ely, the emigrant, it is probable that the following

heritage is correct.


Richard Ely's father was Richard Elye, bap. 18 July 1574, married Anne .... (?) who died 30 October 1648, and who himself died in Plymouth on 12 February 1659 having lived for many years' with his son.


The senior Richard Ely's father was Leonard Elye, who was born in 1545 and in 1572 married Margaret Gore who bore him ten children, of which Richard was the second. Leonard Elye moved from Utterby, Lincolnshire ca. 1560.  He died in August of 1615.


Leonard Elye was the first of seven children of Nicholas Ely, who was born ca. 1510, and .... (?) Cannon.  Following his wife's death, Nicholas married Alice Inkpen on 23 Decmber 1570. Alice's heraldic family gave Nicholas social status in the county.  This status was short-lived since Nicholas died on 4 September 1571.  Nicholas Ely was a leaseholder of one of the Hampshire estates of the bishop of Winchester in the parish of

Wonston.  A long-term benefit may be indicated by a brazen tablet in the Nave of the Winchester Cathedral commemorative of "Elizabeth, wife of Leonard Ely, who departed this life in the year of Our Lord 1690..”  Her grave's proximity to those of Isaac Walton (1593 - 1683) and to King William II who died in 1100 points to her or her family's importance.  Elizabeth's husband could have been Leonard Ely, the grandson of Leonard

Ely, the son of Nicholas ("The Ely Ancestry," vi, 11 - 12, 15).


Nicholas Ely was the son of John Ely and his wife Julian.


John Ely was born ca. 1485 and married Julian, whose date of birth and full name are unknown.  John died Ca. 28 November 1541.  John Ely was Warden of the Episcopal Palace of Wolvesey at Winchester in 1540.


The Wolvesey Castle or Palace at Winchester was built soon after the Norman Conquest.  The post of Warden, held by John Ely, was one of dignity and importance and where the life style was less only than that of royalty.


The Ely ancestry has been traced to the 6th century, but no connection is made with John Ely, the Warden of Wolvesey Palace.  In spite of the lack of documentary connection, it is probable that the Ely ancestry of the 16th century traces back

to the early Christian centuries.


One Ely historian traced the heritage back to the 6th century to 550 C.E. when at Budda, the Capitol of Hungary, a noble Roman youth named Tassilo married Brunehilda, the daughter of the Hungarian monarch Theodoric.  Early in the 8th century Theodoric IV built the great Church and Monastery at Augsburg, where Martin Luther drew up "The Augsburg Confession."


Also in the 8th century Tassillo II married Luitberga, the daughter and sole heiress of Dedierus, the last of the Lombard Kings.  Tassillo and Luitberga's daughter was Desidere, the Queen of Charlemagne from 768 - 775.  Tassillo died ca. 820.


In the 9th century Conrad I of Burgundy became the progenitor of an illustrious line of Counts, Dukes, and Kings of Burgundy.


At the close of the 11th and the beginning of the 12th century Helias was the first great peer of France to maintain the doctrine that the people of France had constitutional rights which even Kings were bound to respect.  He was imprisoned in 1098 and 1099  When he was released, he went to England, where Henry I in 1100 conferred upon him extensive grants of land in Cambridgeshire, including the Isle of Ely, where he died in 1110.


Other historians note that the name Ely is probably a derivative of the name Helias which appeared in several forms such as Heli, Helie, or de Helie, which came directly from Helie, a succession of rulers by that name, the last of which was Uthred de Helie who ruled the southern portion of the "The Isle of Ely.. in the middle of the 12th century.  Some say the name "Ely" derives from the island's name.


The "Isle of Ely,., a Cathedral town, is situated in Cambridgeshire on the river Ouse sixteen miles N.N.E. of Cambridge,  A bishopric was founded there in 1107.  The

Cathedral was built in successive centuries from 1174 to 1534.  Its total length is 525 feet with a western tower of an altitude of 220 feet.


Richard de Elie, who followed John de Elie who succeeded Uthred, served from 1154   1189 as Lord High Treasurer of England during the reign of Henry II and until the death of Richard I in 1199.  His son John was Lord High Treasurer in the Reign of King John.  Richard de Elie died in 1209.


Nicholas de Ely) a descendent of Richard de Elie, was born in Ely about 1200, and originally was a monk.  He appeared in history as a successor to Thomas 'a Beckett, and became in 1260 and 1261 Lord High Chancellor and Keeper of the Great Seal, Lord High Treasurer in 1262 and 1263, Lord High Chancellor in 1263 - 1264 and Lord High Treasurer again in 1264 - 1266.  He was elected Bishop of Worchester in 1266 and Bishop of Winchester in 1268.  He died in 1280.   'The body of this illustrious man, one of England's greatest prelates, was interred in the Church of Waverley Abbey) in Surrey, to which he was warmly attached, but his heart was deposited'near the High Altar in his own Cathedral at Winchester."  Many years later, during some repairs to the Winchester Cathedral, the workmen came upon a bronze urn, with the inscription, "The Heart of Nicholas Ely.'  ("The Ely Ancestry," vi, xxxvi.)


It is believed that the "de" was dropped from the Elie or Ely name in an attempt to de-emphasize the continental European background which the "de" in the name represented. The abbreviated form "Ely" was a move to Anglicize the name.


Successive Elyes or Elys following the famous Nicholas Ely for more than four centuries provided the progeny that produced John Ely, Nicholas Ely, Leonard Ely, and Richard Ely, the ancestors of Richard Ely, the emigrant ancestor of Amy Ely.   Theodore Gridley and Amy Ely, his third wife, became the great, great, great grandparents of President Gerald R. Ford.

THE GRIDLEY - ELY HERITAGE


Theodore Gridley and his wife Amy Ely Gridley were present and took part in the ceremonies at the laying of the corner stone of Bunker Hill Monument on June 17, 1825 having driven from Clinton to Boston in a chaise.  The chief speaker for the occasion was the American statesman Daniel Webster. Webster was again the chief speaker for the dedication of the completed Monument, a 221 ft. high obelisk (31 ft. square at the base and 15 ft. square near the top with interior stairs), on June 17, 1843.


Theodore and Amy adopted a daughter Amy Ely (Chr. 2 March 1821).  Their own daughter Elizabeth Ely was born in Clinton, N.Y. on 16 June 1826.  Theodore Gridley died 26 February 1826 just a few months prior to his daughter's birth.


The “DAR Patriot Index” is problematic.  It lists Ruth Lewis as Theodore Gridley's first wife, omits reference to his second wife, and lists Amy Lewis as his third wife.  The "Index” should read “Amy Ely” as Theodore Gridley's third  wife.


A maternal heritage that began with a daughter of Theodore Gridley, one of Jonathan and Martha Gridley, Jr.'s, sons is most notable.


The heritage began with a daughter of Theodore Gridley's third marriage to Amy Ely.  She was the daughter Elizabeth Ely Gridley.


Elizabeth married George Selden Butler, her first cousin of Brockport, N.Y. and son of Daniel Butler and Betsey Comstock, on 24 April 1843.  (Gary B. Roberts and others in "The American Genealogist,” Vol. 53, 1977, p. 56 surmize that Elizabeth Ely Gridley probably was born in 1819 rather than in 1826, since if the date were 1826 her mother would have been 49 years old at the time of her birth.  However, in an article

she herself wrote in 1900, Elizabeth gave her year of birth as 1826 along with the month and day as the 6th and 16th.)


Elizabeth married George Selden Butler (1820 - 1907) at her mother's home in Clinton, New York.  The ceremony was performed by Rev. Wayne Gridley.


Their daughter Amy Gridley Butler was born in New York State in 1848, married George Manney Ayer (b. ~n Wisconsin in 1840) in 1864.  George M. Ayer was the son of John Varnum Ayer and his wife Elida Manney and grandson of Samuel Ayer

(1777 - 1947) and Folly Chase (1784 - 1854).  John V. Ayer's brother Elbridge Gerry Ayer was the founder of the Village of Harvard, Illinois.  His ancestors include Tristram Coffin, William Longfellow, and Henry Sewall.  Some time after Amy Butler's birth her parents Elizabeth Gridley Butler and George Selden Butler moved to Harvard, Illinois.  In 1855 Elizabeth apparently was living with the Seldens in Chicago, since on April 20 of that year Amy Gridley, at age 77, filed an affidavit there for a pension as the widow of Theodore Gridley. The pension was for $96 per annum.  The affidavit was wit-

nessed by William Ely and G. S. Butler.  Amy died in 1876 in her 100th year in Chicago.  Elizabeth died on September 4, 1916 in Delavan, Wisconsin.


The daughter of Amy Gridley Butler Ayer and George Manney Ayer -- Adele Augusta Ayer -- was born on July 2, 1867 at Youngstown, Ohio and died in Los Angeles, California on August 10, 1938.


Adele Augusta Ayer married Levi Addison Gardner of Solon Mills, Ill. (b. 24 April 1861) in Harvard1 Illinois on October 3 (or 23), 1884.


The daughter of Adele Augusta Ayer and Levi Addison Gardner -- Dorothy Ayer Gardner -- was born in Harvard, Ill. on February 27, 1892.  She married Leslie L. King on 7 September 1912 in Harvard, Illinois, gave birth to a son Leslie L. King, Jr. on July 14, 1913 in Omaha, Nebraska, was granted a divorce from Leslie L. King, Sr. by an Omaha court on 19 December 1915, and moved with her infant son Leslie L. King, Jr. to Grand Rapids, Michigan to be with her parents.  Levi Gardner, her father,
died in Grand Rapids on 5/9/1916.


Leslie L. King, Sr., was born at Chadron, Nebraska on July 25, 1882, the son of Charles Henry King.  After Leslie L.
King's divorce from Dorothy Gardner, he married, Margaret Atwood at Reno, Nevada in 1919.  Leslie L. King, Sr. died on 18 February 1941 in Tuscon, Arizona and was buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glendale, California.  In 1949 Margaret Atwood King remarried Roy Mather.  Leslie L. King, Sr.'s father Charles Henry King was the son of Lynch King and Rebecca Shepherd. Charles King (b. 12 March 1853 in Bradford County, Pa.; d. 27 February 1930 in Los Angeles, Ca.) married Martha Alicia Porter (b. 17 November 1854 in Indiana; d. 14 July 1930 in Glendale, California.) Charles and Martha are buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glen-

dale, Ca.


In Grand Rapids, Michigan Dorothy Ayer Gardner King, met Gerald R. Ford and on February 1, 1916 married him. Gerald R. Ford was the son of George R. Ford and Zana F. Pixicy.  Gerald R. Ford adopted Dorothy Gardner King's son and gave him his name -- Gerald R. Ford.


Gerald R. Ford I died in Grand Rapids on January 26, 1962.  Dorothy Gardner Ford died in Grand Rapids on 17 September 1967.


Gerald R. Ford became the legal name of Leslie L. King, Jr. in 1935.


In Grand Rapids Gerald R. Ford II met Elizabeth (Betty) Ann Bloomer Warren, who had married William G. Warren of Grand Rapids in 1942 and divorced him on 9/22/1947.  Betty Bloomer was born in Chicago, Ill. on April 8, 1918, the daughter of William Stephenson Bloomer and Hortense Nehr. The family moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan where Betty Bloomer graduated from Central High School.  Later she

graduated from Bennington College in Vermont. was a graduate of the University of Michigan. in the U.S. Navy.  Betty Bloomer and Gerald R. married in the Grace Episcopal Church in Grand Rapids on October 15, 1948.

In 1948 Gerald R. Ford was elected to the first of 13 successive terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.  In 1965 he became House minority leader.  On December 6, 1973 he became Vice President of the United States.  On August 9, 1974 he became President of the United States.
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