III.

Captain Charles Vernon Gridley

United States Navy

(1844
-  1898)


“Gridley” became an important name in American history through Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley, the hero of the Battle of Manila Bay on May 1, 1898 in the Spanish American War. Commodore George Dewey gave him the immortalized order:


“You may fire when you are ready, Gridley.”


Although scattered bits of information, and especially his Naval exploits, are known about him in Logansport, Indiana., his birthplace; Hillsdale, Michigan, where he grew up; and Erie, Pennsylvania, where he was married and buried, nothing has been known about his ancestry.  The research recorded in this document may assist in developing an enlarged and clearer picture of one of the great heroes of American history.


Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley was a descendent of the emigrant Thomas Gridley of Windsor and Hartford, Connecticut Charles Vernon Gridley's lineage came from Thomas Gridley, Jr. of Farmington (8/1/1650 - 1742) and his wife Elizabeth Clark

(ca. 1663 - 1696), who was the daughter of Sergeant. John Clark (1630 - 1712) and Rebecca Marvin (b. 1639); through their son Jonathan Gridley, Sr. (1690 - 1779) and his wife Mary Pinney (b. 1680) and their son Jonathan Gridley, Jr. (1726 - 1794) and

his second wife Martha Adams (1724 - 1815); through their son Elisha Gridley of Farmington, Conn. (1759 - 1842), Paris, Vernon, and Sennett, New York and his wife Lois Hopkins of Harwinton (1764 - 1847); their son Lucius H. Gridley (1791 -

1866) and his wife Amanda Willard (b.? - d. 1865) of Orangeville and Alexander, N.Y. and Cambria, Michigan; and their son Franklin Gridley.


Franklin Gridley, Charles Vernon Gridley's father, was born on 28 February 1823, probably in Alexander, New York, and after moving to Cambria, Michigan met and married Ann Eliza Sholes who was born in Cooperstown, N.Y. on 11 December 1825.


Franklin Gridley and his wife Ann Eliza moved to Logansport, Indiana, where Charles Vernon Gridley was born on 24 November 1844.  It is known that they remained in Logansport for only three months following Charles Vernon's birth.  They moved back to Michigan to Hillsdale (near Cambria).  They may have come to Logansport because Franklin's grandfather Elisha had a son Martin, whose son Martin H. Gridley, a jeweler, was living in Logansport.


In Hillsdale Franklin was a Forwarder.  Franklin and Ann Eliza Gridley became active in St. Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church.  On 18 March 1858 Franklin Gridley was one of the members who attended a meeting for the reorganization of the parish.


There their son Lucius Egbert Gridley, Charles Vernon's brother, was born on 1/5/1849.  During the closing days of the Civil War at age 16 he served as one of the youngest soldiers, returned briefly to Michigan, and then went to Washington,

D.C. where he served in the Department of the Treasury for 41 years.  Lucius E. Gridley was married to Edith Walker.  Their infant daughter Marguerite died on 16 April 1891.  They had two other daughters Helen and Charlotte.  (Hillsdale Daily News,

20 November 1920)


Charles Vernon Gridley was raised jn Hillsdale, Michigan, in St. Peter's Episcopal Church and in 1857 entered Hillsdale College as a preparatory student.  At the unusually young age of 15 he received from his uncle, Henry Waldon, a Congressman of that district, an appointment to the Navy Academy at Annapolis.  That was on September 26, 1860.  On 25 September 1862 he was baptized at St. Peter's Episcopal Church.  He also made 

confession of faith.  Because of the necessities of war, the class which was to have graduated in 1864 graduated in 1863, and on October 1 of 1863 Charles Vernon Gridley graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis and was Commissioned an

Ensign.


Thus began a distinguished career in the U.S. Navy. 

1863   - Assigned to The steam sloop “Oneida,” of the West Gulf Squadron, and took part in several engagements in the Civil War.

1864
- At age 19 cited for coolness and intrepidity in the Battle of Mobile Bay with Farragut's fleet.

1865-6
- 3 October 1865 - assigned to the steam sloop “Brooklyn,” flagship of the Brazilian Squadron.

1866   - Ordered to the steam sloop “Kearsage” of the South Pacific Squadron.

1867
- 3/7 Commissioned a Lieutenant.

1868   - Assigned to “Kearsage” South Pacific Station. Promoted to Lieutenant Commander.

1870-2
- Assigned to the “Michigan,” man-of-war on the Great Lakes.


Here a break took place in his Naval activities for his marriage to Harriet Vincent of Erie, Pennsylvania who was born on April 22, 1849, baptized on 3/23/1859, and confirmed on 23 April 871.


Their marriage took place on May 1, 1872 at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Erie.  Harriet Vincent was the daughter of John P. Vincent and Harriet Shadduck, who had been married in the same church on 1/1/1845.  John P. Vincent was born on 2 December 1817 in Waterford, Pa., the son of William Vincent (1791 - 1872) and Elsie Jackson Nichols.


John P. Vincent was a descendent of Levi Vincent who was driven from France by the Edict of Nantes3 went to England, and then to Bergen in New Jersey, ca. 1676.  John P. Vincent was a lawyer, a member of the Pennsylvania House of

Representatives (1862-3), and Judge of the Sixth Judicial District of the State of Pennsylvania.  Harriet Shattuck (or Shadduck) Vincent was the daughter of John and Nancy Shattuck who were early settlers in Erie County from Vermont. Harriet Vincent was born 12 March 1825 in Wesleyville, Pa.  Her parents came to Erie in 1839.  She died 13 January 1888 after a long and painful illness   The only available obituary on Judge John P. Vincent reads: He died “at his late residence Thursday morning in his 92nd year.  Kindly omit flowers.” (Erie Daily Times, 11 March 1909)  (Nelson's “Biographical Dictionary,” p. 550; Erie Gazette, 9 January 1845, Erie Morning Dispatch  14 January 1888)


Charles and Harriet's first child daughter Katherine (called Katrina) was born 1 July 1873 and baptized 29 August 873.was confirmed on 21 March 1890.

1873-4
- Assigned to the “Monongahela” of the South Atlantic station.

1875

· Instructor at the Naval Academy, Department of Steamship, Naval Tactics, and Naval Construction.


Charles and Harriet's second child daughter Ruth Waldron was born 22 April 1875 at Annapolis and baptized 25 August 1876.  She was confirmed on 22 March 1891.

1877-8
- May 22, Executive Officer, Practice ship “Constellation”.


Charles and Harriet's son John Paul Vincent Gridley was born 26 March 1880, baptized 3 November 1889, and confirmed on 12 May 1895.

1879-81 - Assigned as Executive Officer of flagship “Trenton,” attached to the European squadron at Gibralter.

1882   - Promoted to Commander.  Attends and completes course at Torpedo Station, Newport, R.I. Detailed as Navigation Officer, Boston Navy Yard (Sept. 28).  Command of U.S.S "Jamestown.”

1882-4
- Navigation officer at Brooklyn Navy Yard.

1884-6
- Command of training ships “Jamestown” and "Portsmouth.

1886   - Briefly senior officer of cruising training squadron.

1887-91- 7/1/1887 On lighthouse inspection service at Buffalo, N.Y.  (Tenth Lighthouse District)


Charles Vernon Gridley's father Franklin Gridley died on 8/5/1887 at an asylum in Coidwater, Michigan.  His burial was in Hillsdale, Michigan at the Qak Grove Cemetery.  His health had been frail for many years, and at the age of 64 he passed

away from debilitation.


Ann Sholes Gridley, the wife of Franklin Gridley and mother of Charles Vernon Gridley, was a Civil War nurse.  She had been well known previously in Hillsdale for her devoted service to the St. Peter's Episcopal Church and for her caring

for the sick and needy and destitute.


She went to the front as a volunteer nurse in the Civil War and became a favorite among both soldiers and officers of the Union Army.  She served with the army of the Potomac and during long and terrible battles worked days and nights ministering to the wounded, giving spiritual comfort to the dying and writing their last messages to home and loved ones.  She received personal acknowledgements from Generals Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan.  After the war, she worked for a time in the Patent Office in Washington, returned for a time to Hillsdale, but in 1876 with her son Lucius E. Gridley she returned to Washington, entered the Land Office, where she was entrusted with the responsibility of placing the U.S seal on all documents issued.  She died on 10/16/1909 at the home of her son Lucius E. Gridley with his wife and two daughters present at 1513 T Street, N.W.  A funeral service was held in Washington on Sunday October 17 at her son's home.  Lucius accompanied her remains to Hillsdale, Michigan where a funeral service was held on October 18 at St. Peter's Episcopal Church with Rev. William F. Jerome, Rector, officiating.  At her funeral it was said that “there is hardly a corner in these United States where her name has not been spoken of.”  She was also spoken of as among “the most distinguished women in the world.”  A Chapter of the Daughters

of the American Revolution was organized in Hillsdale on February 27, 1911 and named after Ann Eliza Sholes Gridley.


Lucius E. Gridley died in Washington, D.C. on November 17, 1920.  Interment was at Arlington National Cemetery.  A monument honors him at the Oak Grove Cemetery in Hillsdale, Michigan.


Ruth Waidron Gridley married Frank ?. Thomas on 12 January1890.

1891-2
- Special ordnance duty at Washington Navy Yard

1892-94- 5/24/1892 Command of cruiser "Marion" in Asiatic waters.

At Nagasaki, Japan.


During this command on September 20, 1892 Gridley received a letter from Thomas Scullen, Master, with regard to the illegal seizure by Russian authorities of the American Barque "Cape Horn Pigeon" of New Bedford.  The letter indicates that Gridley and the Marion were at Vladivostok, East Siberia.


On September 23, 1892 Gridley wrote a letter to Vice Admiral Tyrtoff, Imperial Russian Navy, Commanding Russian Naval Forces in the Pacific, reminding Tyrtoff of various treaties between Russia and the United States and requesting an explanation for the seizure of the American vessel.


The "Marion" was in a typhoon off the east coast of Japan in 1894.  The mast broke.  Captain Gridley asked for volunteers to fix the broken mast.  A prisoner, a black man, stepped forward.  Climbing high on the mast and reaching the broken part, the man hanging by his feet and one hand with courage and ingenuity repaired the crippled mast.  At the end of its cruise the ship was taken to San Francisco, Mare Island Navy Yard for decommissioning.  Later Gridley granted the man his freedom.  While Gridley was in Brooklyn at another time a strange coincidence occurred while he was walking across the

Brooklyn Bridge with his daughter Ruth.  He met the man again, and as they met the man called out, "Captain Gridley, I sailed with you once; if you are going to sail again please let me know."

1894

· 7/21 appointed a member of a Retiring Board and given two months leave of absence.

1894-97 - Lighthouse service at Buffalo, N.Y. Title – “Senior Member of the Board of Survey” at Detroit.

1897 -
March 14 - commissioned Captain and ordered to the command of the receiving ship Richmond  in the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

1897 -
July 28 - placed in command of the  “Olympia,” Flagship of Admiral Frederick V. McNair of the Asiatic Squadron.


Beginning on March 15, 1898 a series of letters were exchanged between Gridley and his wife Harriet, who was residing at the Vincent home at 234 West 6th Street in Erie, Pa., and his son John, who was about to graduate from St. John's Academy in Manlius, N.Y.


The letters convey Gridley's wife apprehension about an oncoming conflict with the Spanish at Manila Bay in the Philippines and Gridley's wondering whether the Spanish would be foolish enough to take on the Americans along with expressing

the assurance that the Americans could defeat the Spanish within twenty-four hours.  The letters also describe son John Vincent Gridley's desire to get into the war as soon as possible and Harriet Gridley's efforts to get him a commission so he would be in a place safer than if he enlisted.


To his son John he wrote from Hong Kong on April 5, 1898: "We are coaled and provisioned, and have purchased a Merchant steamer carrying 3100 tons of coal which will go along with us.  We can reach Manila in 3 days and our plan is to go in at daylight and attack the Spanish squadron, and we think we can do them up and take Manila in one day.  The insurgents are besieging the city and will attack from the rear as soon as we appear.  Of course some of us may lose our lives, and I may be one, and my boy if that happens remember I leave your Mama and sisters to your care, and I know you

will be a man and do for them while you live.  Remember the instruction you have had, and be a man and let me feel, as I do, that I can rely on you.


“God bless you my boy and keep you safe for your loved ones.  Read your Bible and don't forget to pray to your Heavenly Father daily.  He will guide you if you go to him in faith.  With my blessing and love untold.  Your devoted Father."


Harriet's deep concern was expressed in a letter to Charles Vernon on April 24, 1898: "The Asiatic Fleet was ordered to sail for Manila on the 22nd, my birthday.  This war seems so awful and to me unnecessary.  I hope it will soon be over, and that you will be spared to come home and covered with glory.  The awfulness of it comes over me at times when I feel that all my underpinning is gone.”



On May 1, the day of the Battle of Manila Bay, Harriet wrote to Gridley:

“My darling precious husband,

These are trying days waiting for news from you, and the papers giving us so much that we cannot believe.  It seems hard to get authentic news, and newspapers are full of rumors.  I for one put very little faith in the papers.  I am anxious of course, and dread to get the news, and it may be days before we do, as it has been reported that the cable has been cut. All eyes are upon you more than any other fleet, and expect great things.  We all hope that you will do great things, and take lots of prize money, and come home safe and sound to enjoy it.  Nothing is talked of but war1 and your son wants to enlist in the Navy.  We have not discouraged him, but praised his patriotism and asked him to wait until we could communicate with some of our friends to see if anything better than an

ordinary seaman's billet could be had.  In the meantime we have written the President, and had a nice reply from his Secretary saying it had been sent to the Secretary of the Navy etc., just what he says to all who apply.  We then followed it up with two very nice letters from Col. Smith to the President and Mr. Hanna, and Father will get, or try to get one from Mr. Griswold.  I am not certain whether that will be wise or not.  I wrote Ruth to get Annie McConnell and go to the Navy Yard and see Captain Miller and see if he could do anything, but we of course, favor an appointment to the Naval Academy.”

Maxwell P. Schoenfeld describes in detail Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley's entire career including his role in the Spanish American War and the events that led up to the engagement in Manila Bay in the Philippines that made Gridley famous. (“Charles Vernon Gridley, A Naval Career”,  Erie County Historical Society, Erie, Pennsylvania, 1983.)


Charles Vernon Gridley was ordered to assume command of the U.S.S. Olympia on June 10, 1897, relieving Capt. J. J. Reid of that command.  The Olympia was the flagship of the Asiatic Squadron.  It was one of the cruisers of America's new steel Navy, quite different from the "antique" Marion of his previous command.  The Olympia was funded by Congress in 1888, was built at the Union Iron Works in San Francisco and

was commissioned on February b, 1895.  Rear Admiral Frederick V. McNair was relieved as the Flag Officer on the Asiatic Station on January 3, 1898, and that post was taken by Commodore George Dewey.  By April of 1898 Dewey had foreseen the possibility of war with Spain.  Dewey was confronted with the problems of supplies, logistical military problems, and at the same time with the failing health of the new commander of the Flagship Olympia Charles Vernon Gridley.

On April 24, 1898 the Asiatic Squadron received word that war had commenced between the United States and Spain, and the Squadron was to proceed at once to the Philippine Islands.  The American Squadron successfully passed through the channel

into Manila Bay during the night of April 30 - May 1.  Even during the night temperatures logged in the eighties, the air was nearly dead calm in the Bay, and the Olympia was like a furnace.  It was to be even worse when the sun arose on the morning of May 1.


During the night a squadron of six ships: Olympia, Baltimore, Raleigh, Petrel, Concord, and Boston while entering the Bay closed up from being 400 yards apart to 200

yards in a single column.  Spanish forces were comprised of a row of ships in a crescent-shaped line with protection from a battery of guns on land.


At 5:05 a.m. Manila batteries fired shots at the American fleet, but all of them passed harmlessly over the ships.  Men on the Concord became impatient and fired two shots in return for three shots fired at them.  At 5:15 a.m. the Spanish fleet opened fire on the American fleet, but the distance between them was too great to have any effect.  Commodore Dewey, wishing to conserve ammunition and be close enough to secure

a high percentage of hits, ordered no opposing fire.  Mines exploded near the Raleigh and the Baltimore sending up a geyser of mud and water.  The American fleet with Olympia at its head continued at a speed of eight knots silently until 5:35 a.m. (some reports say 5:41 am.) when at the range of 5,000 yards Commodore George Dewey gave the command to Captain Charles Vernon Gridley: “You may fire when you are ready,

Gridley!”  Gridley fired.


The Olympia proceeded to keep firing and close in to 2,500 yards.  The other ships of the American fleet immediately opened fire.  A broadside from the Olympia along with a bull's-eye on her stern crippled the Spanish Admiral's flagship the

Reina Christina.  After two hours of bombardment by the American Asiatic Squadron the Spanish force was shattered. Although the Spanish fleet was not finished off, Commodore Dewey ordered his men to take time off for breakfast at 7:45 a.m.  By 10:45 a.m. all the men had returned to their posts and were ready for "a second round."


The plan was to demolish the Spanish fleet and then destroy the forts on land.  The Christina finally blew up when attacked again by the Baltimore, the ElCorreo was sunk by the Petrel, the General Lezo was disabled by the Boston, Concord, and Baltimore, and the “Don Antonio de Ulba" was sunk by the Olympia.


A shot from one of the American ship's guns silenced the guns at one fort, the Raleigh steamed in and disabled another, and when a shot from the Olympia landed in the powder magazine in Cavite, a white flag was raised signifying the close of the Battle of Manila Bay.


Henry Watterson described how following Gridley's command “.. .f rom every ship that could train guns on the enemy, poured a rain of shot and shell directed by men who were as deliberate and cool as if they were at play.  The deadly accuracy of American marksmanship was exhibited under circumstances so extraordinary that it was destined to stand without precedent or comparison in all naval history” (“The

Great Republic by the Master Historians,” Ed. Charles Morris and Oliver H.G. Leigh, Vol. IV, New York, 1902, p. 39).


During the bombardment Gridley was in the conning tower near two 8-inch turrets.  The noise of the guns, and the smoke that belched from their brown powder bagged cartridges upon every firing, rendered conditions in the conning tower all but

intolerable.  It was under these conditions that Gridley is reported to have become confused and reported to Dewey a shortage of ammunition, which was not the case, but the error and confusion caused thereby did not matter.  The battle was won.  The Spanish fleet was destroyed.  There were no American casualties.  A strategic step had been taken in ending the war.  An armistice was agreed to on August 12, 1898.

However, before the battle Gridley was ill, and his achievement is especially notable since during the conflict his illness was aggravated by the turmoil of battle and conditions aboard ship.


On May 8, 1898 Harriet wrote to her husband:

“My darling precious husband,


What a terrible trial you have been subjected to, and to think so few of our men were harmed'.  It is almost too good to be true.  We are all anxious for the details, and I for your letters.  To think that you, my brave darling should have taken part in the greatest battle we fought, and will be among the most honored.


“We are all rejoicing over the glorious victory, but feel anxious for fear that you are in need of reinforcements.  This town has gone wild, and if you will come home, and God grant you may, you will receive an ovation.  Katrina says tell Father that he immortalized himself.


“Flags are flying, and fire crackers go off.  Your pictures in every paper.  Many have called to extend congratulations.


Spencer called and said many nice things.  Among the things he did say was that he just wanted to get his arms around your man.    I said, •so do I.” Dr. said, “I just want 

to look at a man who can do what Gridley has done.”


“I am very proud that you had the honor to be Admiral Dewey's Flag Captain and take part in so glorious war and that you both passed through it without a scratch.  My best wishes to the Admiral for more Laurels in which I hope you may share.  Hurrah for you all.


“I shall keep a scrap book with all of the absurd things that have been printed, and good things too, and we can go over them together some day.


God bless and keep you from ill is our constant prayer. With oceans of love from all.  Devotedly, Harriet.”


Following the battle he was seriously ill and did not have long to live.

1898    - May 23 - found unfit for duty by medical board of survey.

U.S.F.S.
Olympia

Manila, P.1.

May 24th, 1898

“Captain Gridley has suffered more or less during the past four months with acute intestinal catarrh as evidenced by distress some time after meals, diarrhea and ill defined pains in lower part of abdomen.  The symptoms, under treatment, seemed to improve, although the feeling of fulness continued.  He has lost considerable flesh.  Physical examination of organs negative, but some acitis was observed, and slight oedema of both ankles, which he says he noticed about ten months ago.

"During this time he has been doing his duty with very little inconvenience, until May 8, when he was admitted to the sick list.  On the evening of May 9, after having been to stool he observed an enlargement in his right inguinal region which proved to be a direct inguinal hernia, easily reducible, and comfortably held in place by a truss.  Since then he has been feeling rather weaker and much depressed, which I think is due in part to the enervating climate of Manila.

J. E. Page, P.H. Surgeon, U.S.N.


Following this medical survey, Gridley was relieved as commanding officer of the OlvmDia and on May 25, 1898 transferred to the ship Zafiro by twelve of his officers and taken to Hong Kong.  Arrival in Hong Kong was on May 27, where on the following day on a stretcher Gridley was transferred to the British steamer Coptic for the voyage home.  The ship made a stop in Nagasake on June 4 and the following day made its way to Kobe, Japan where Gridley died at the age of 54. His body was then taken aboard the Coptic to Yokohama where the Imperial Japanese Navy furnished a guard of honor for the march to the service held for Gridley in Yokohama.


Two days before Captain Gridley died in Kobe, Japan he is known to have said: "I could not leave the ship before the battle."

1898 -
June 4/5 - dies aboard 55 “Coptic” in harbor at Kobe, Japan.

1898 - June 9 -  A notice sent out by the Secretary of the United States Navy --

"Having at the request of the family of the late Captain Charles V. Gridley, instructed the

Yokohama United States Naval authorities to have his remains cremated at Yokohama previous to their being sent home, his many friends are cordially invited to attend the

funeral ceremonies at the Union Church on Thursday, June 9th, at 11 a.m. sharp.  Friends

will kindly meet at the English Hatoba at 10:45 a.m. and escort the remains to the

Church.


The Hillsdale Leader of Friday June 10, 1898 reproduced a story that appeared in the Washington Post on June 6.  The Leader captioned the story by quoting in its entirety Walt Whitman's “0 Captain! My Captain!” honoring Abraham Lincoln.


The "Post" also disclosed that Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley was the first American officer of great prominence whose death was a direct result of the war with Spain.


On June 24, 1898 from the Steamship Coptic W.W. Galt, Paymaster of the U.S. Navy wrote:

“My dear Mrs. Gridley:


“I was with your dear husband from the time he came on board the Zafiro, off Cavite, on the 25th of May, from the Olympia in his gig pulled by twelve officers with Mr. Rees at the helm and the band playing “Auld Lang Syne,” until he died.


"He had a comfortable trip to Hong Kong, arid was accompanied by Dr. Page, who saw him safe on board this ship at that place.  The Zafiro came up near the Coptic, and we transferred in a small boat, and he retired soon afterwards, at about eleven o'clock pm.on the 27th.  He, Mr. White, my clerk, whom you know, and I, had the same room, but only one of us stayed in there at night so he had plenty of room.  The next morning he decided not to turn out.  He was very bad off with dropsy, and the Dr, of this vessel examined him, and gave him some little medicine.  He seemed to get a little better, but

on the 30th he had a hemorrhage of the stomach twice, and after that, altho' he had bright days, he perceptibly failed, after a recurrence of the hemorrhage on the night of the 4th,

he died on the morning of the 5th at 9:15 o'clock.  On the 3rd, after several hemorrhages of the bowels, he lost consciousness, and did not regain it entirely up to the end.  He

suffered very little pain, if any, and was always cheerful. have never seen a brighter or sweeter face than his was, and he was ever ready to say something bright.  He talked to me of Erie, and of everybody I knew there, and of you all; tho' then I did not think that he realized how sick he was.  The Dr. told me, however, that he said to him that going to Manila had killed him, but he would do the same thing over again if necessary....”


The writer of the letter went on to describe the funeral service in Yokohama, Japan.


"Altho' the day was very hot, there were a great many people in line.  The Japanese Commandant sent about a hundred soldiers under arms as our escort.  After the line was formed we proceeded to the church, where a very impressive service was held.  The church was crowded, and I never saw a greater display of flowers, nor one more beautiful."

1898

July 13   Funeral Services in Erie, Pa. conducted by Bishop Boyd Vincent with

burial at Hillside Cemetery.


- The burial site was named "Gridley Circle."


According to the notice sent out by the Secretary of the U.S. Navy on June 9, 1898 Gridley's body was cremated in Japan.  As his remains crossed the Pacific Ocean the proposal was made that he be buried in the Arlington National Cemetery next to the grave of Admiral David D. Porter.  His family, however, preferred that his ashes be interred on the banks of Lake Erie.  On July 13, 1898 his ashes reached Erie, Pa. in a

box about fourteen inches square and were turned over to Undertaker Burton by the Wells-Fargo express agent.


The ashes were taken to Judge John P. Vincent's home at

34 West 6th Street where the ashes were placed in a beautiful casket.  First a private service was conducted there for the family and close friends by the Right Rev. Boyd Vincent, Bishop of Ohio and cousin of Mrs. Gridley.  Rev. Frank Spaulding, rector of the Cathedral of St. Paul assisted.


Toward sunset the casket covered with national colors was carried to the hearse by sailors from the “U.S.S Michigan.” They had been armed with muskets and were drawn up in a line from the house to the curb.


Honorary pallbearers were Hamilton Perkins of Boston, Edward S. Wheeler, U.S.N. of Buffalo, William Bliss of Boston, J. E. Payne of Philadelphia, and M. H. Taylor, George P. Colt, W. H. Nicholson, and John H. Bliss of Erie.  Active pallbearers

were four sailors from the “U.S.S  Haze.”


A formal march accompanied Gridley's casket from the Vincent home down 234 West 6th Street to the Lakeside Cemetery along the shores of Lake Erie while a band under 'the direction of F. J. Demuling played.  Bells at the city hall tower and five engine houses were tolled.  Almost every house and business along the line of march had the national ensign properly draped, and sidewalks were crowded with citizens.  The procession was met at the entrance of the Lakeside Cemetery by Erie’s police in full dress uniforms.  Chief Woods on horseback led the parade.


Both men and officers of the Michigan were on the march to the cemetery, and men of the Tenth Lighthouse District accompanied the hearse.  The procession was one mile long.  At sunset Gridley's remains were lowered into the ground as the national Ensign was lowered at the Erie lighthouse station and aboard the Michigan.


The Funeral Service at the cemetery conducted by Rev. F. S. Spaulding began with the singing of two stanzas of the hymn “Lead Kindly Light” and with readings of John 11:25, 26; II Corinthians 4:17, 18; II Timothy 4:6 - 8; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; and from the Apocryphal Book of Wisdom 3:1 - 5.  This was followed by the Apostles' Creed and the singing of eight stanzas of the hymn “For All the Saints.”


The Commital was followed by the Lord's Prayer, which in turn was followed by six liturgical prayers and the Benediction. The Service concluded with the singing of four stanzas of the hymn “Softly Now the Light of Day,” of which the first stanza is:

Softly now the light of day

Fades upon my sight away;

Free from care, from labor free,

Lord, I would commune with Thee.”


The casket was then lowered into the grave1 followed by Taps.


Shortly thereafter Harriet Gridley received a letter from the Navy Paymaster demanding return of part of Charles Vernon Gridley's paycheck.  Apparently he was paid in advance and died before the end of the appointed term.  Harriet Gridley, his widow, was not entitled to several days of her husband's pay.


The monument in Gridley's honor at Gridley Circle reads:

IN COMMAND OF THE

FLAGSHIP OLYMPIA

AT THE BATTLE OF

MANILLA, MAY 15  1895

DIED AT KOBE, JAPAN

JUNE 5

(note the spelling of Manila)

A monument in his honor was placed in the Oak Grove Cemetery in Hillsdale, Michigan.

Although his marriage took place in Erie, Pa. and he had residence there, Charles Vernon Gridley always considered Hillsdale Michigan his home.

“Charles Gridley is the first-magnitude star in Hillsdale's Constellation, being known wherever United States history is known."  ("150 Years of Hills and Dales,” a

Bicentennial History of Hillsdale County, Michigan, Volume II, Hillsdale County Historical Society, 1976)

A window in St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Hillsdale, Michigan presented by his mother Ann Eliza Sholes Gridley memoralizes Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley.

For a number of years on May 1 “Manila Day”,  Ann Eliza Sholes Gridley was honored guest in the home of Admiral and Mrs. George Dewey, and for two years was

escorted to the banquet by the Admiral himself.

Charles Vernon Gridley's son John Paul Vincent Gridley did enter the U.S. Navy.  His mother and friends were successful in securing for him a commission.   The day

following his father's funeral on July 13, 1898 John Paul Vincent Gridley was appointed a Naval Cadet by President William McKinley on July 14, 1898.


John P.V. Gridley was honorably discharged as a Naval Cadet from the Navy on 12/6/1899 according to the provisions of the Act of Congress to have services terminated with the end of the Spanish American War.  He, however, was commissioned as 2nd Lieut. on April 4, 1900 and ordered to Boston on 16 April 1900, to California on 5 January 1901, to duty 18 April 1901 at Cavite in the Philippine Islands, the site of the Battle of Manila Bay (where his father had fought so valiantly), detached from the 1st Brigade of Marines in the Philippines on 31 May 1903, and ordered home to the U.S. where he arrived on 18 July 1903.  On 29 July 1903 he was ordered to proceed at once to

Washington) D.C. and report to the Major General Commandant. On 8 August 1903 he was ordered to Marine Barracks in Boston, Mass.and joined on 12 August 1903.  He was detached from Boston on 12 November 1903 and ordered to Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C. for duty with the Marine Guard of the U.S.S.Missouri, joined the ship on 25 November 1903, detached from it on 30 November 1903 and rejoined it on 1 December 1903.  (Records of the U.S. Marine Corps, RG 127, National Archives, Entry 27, Vol. 2)


On February 4, 1904 the 'Missouri' left Norfolk, Va. for trials off the Virginia Capes and fleet operations in the Caribbean.  While in the Gulf of Mexico off Pensacola, Fla. On April 13, 1904 about 11:03 a.m. during target practice there was a flareback in the 12 inch after turret from a port gun that ignited a powder charge and set off two others.


The gun was in charge of Lieut. W. C. Davidson, Lieut. J.P.V. Gridley, U.S. Marine Corps, and Midshipman W.E.T. Neumann, and Lieut. E. A. Weichert as official Gun Umpire.


Lieut. John Paul Vincent Gridley was among 16 men who were suffocated to death during the rapid burning of the powder, trapped in a chamber from which oxygen was quickly consumed and which was filled with smoke.


The investigation of the accident aboard the 'Missouri' revealed that the procedures of the firings were in accord with well known practices of the U.S. Navy.  No errors had been made, and the accident could not have been foreseen. However, what was learned was that an accident of this nature could occur under conditions which previously were known to be safe.  Thus, a lesson was learned for all future handling of

guns aboard ship.


After President Theodore Roosevelt received the official transcript of the investigation by the Court of Inquiry into the accident he wrote a letter from the White House to the Navy Department dated May 14, 1904 in which he stated:

”Although we must all be saddened at so lamentable a catastrophe, and though every effort must be made and every energy bent to minimize the chance of its recurrence, yet it is a matter of profound gratification to all who are proud of the American Navy that the officers and men concerned should have behaved so well under such trying circumstances.  The weapons with which men now make war on the ocean are so

terrible, the mechanism of our warships is at once so delicate and so formidable, as to make thorough training and practice in their use both indispensable and dangerous.  Such war machines would in battle be utterly useless unless those handling them knew by actual experience their capabilities, and how to utilize to the highest degree these capabilities; and this power can only be acquired by practice, from which a certain amount of risk is inseparable.  As I have already said, every effort must be made to minimize this risk.  But after,all such effort is made a certain amount of risk will still

remain; and this risk must be faced in the same spirit in which the risk of actual battle is faced."


The “Missouri” was repaired, returned to duty, was several times decommissioned and then recommissioned for service with the Atlantic Fleet, and during World War I

operated as a training ship in the Chesapeake Bay area. Thousands of recruits were trained for engineering and gunnery for foreign service on warships and as armed guards for merchant vessels.  Following the Armistice the "Missouri” made four voyages between Europe and the East Coast returning 3,278 troops to East Coast ports.  The ship was decommissioned in the Philadelphia Navy Yard on 9/8/1919 and in 1922 was sold

and scrapped.  (“Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships,” Vol. IV, 1969, Navy Department, Washington, D.C;)


Lieut. John Paul Vincent Gridley was buried near his father Captain Charles Vernon Gridley in Gridley Circle at Lakeside Cemetery in Erie, Pa.


One can only speculate on the impact of the double crushing grief that fell on Harriet Vincent Gridley, whose husband Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley died shortly after the Battle of Manila Bay and whose son Lieut. John Paul Vincent Gridley, whom she worked so hard following her husband's death to get him an appointment to the U.S. Navy so that he would be in a position safer than that of an enlisted man, and

to realize that her son was killed in practice performing a task in which her husband had been an expert in battle. 


It was believed that the thick clouds of burning gun powder along with the intense heat generated from the guns of the “0lympia” in the Battle of Manila caused the slow and agonizing death of Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley.  It was believed that an accident in practice generating heat and burning powder caused the instantaneous death of his son

Lieut. John P.V. Gridley.


There seems to have been no record of Harriet Vincent Gridley in Erie, Pa. following the death of her husband. Unlike her husband's mother she was not present at the Manila Day banquets in her husband's honor in Washington D.C.  It may be speculated that following her husband's death as well as her son's death she continued to live with her father until his death at age 92 in 1909.


A park (1913) and a school both located on West 6th Street in Erie, Pa. were named in Charles Vernon Gridley's honor.


Three warships of the U.S. Navy have borne Charles Vernon Gridley's name.

1918,
a destroyer, christened by his daughter Ruth Thomas

1936, a destroyer commissioned at Quincy, Massachusetts

1961,
August 1, the first guided missle frigate to be built on the West Coast, christened by Ruth Buddy Rose, great granddaughter of Charles Vernon Gridley, at Seattle, Washington

Feb. 10, 2007 - a destroyer commissioned at Bath Maine.  Details at:  http://www.gridleymiami.org/

A plaque honors Captain Charles Vernon Gridley in the Hall of Fame at the U.S. Navy Academy at Annapolis.


Harriet Vincent Gridley, Charles Vernon's wife, is known to have moved in 1923 to San Diego, California to be with or near her daughter Ruth Thomas.  Her whereabouts between 1909 and 1923 are not known.  Her residence was given as National City, California, a part of San Diego.  She died in the Paradise Valley Sanitarium on July 24, 1926 at 6:48 a.m. at the age of 77 years, 3 months, and 2 days.  She had been at

Paradise Valley just two days.  The cause of death was dilatation of the heart, complicated by mitral regurgitation and chronic miocarditus.  She had suffered from oedema of the lungs for four days.


The Erie Daily Times of October 7, 1926 reported that on the Saturday afternoon, following, the ashes of Mrs. Charles Vernon Gridley, which had arrived in Erie, Pa. from San Diego, Ca., and which had been waiting in San Diego until a convenient time, would be committed to their last resting place next to her husband at the Lakeside Cemetery in Erie.  The Episcopal burial service Was to be conducted by Dean Francis B. Blodgett of St. Paul's Cathedral.

After the Battle of Manila, through the offices of Hon. S. A. Davenport, then Congressman at large from Pennsylvania, four of the largest bronze cannons in existence, which had been captured by Admiral Dewey and Capt. Charles Vernon Gridley at Manila, were placed on Gridley Circle at Lakeside Cemetery in Erie, Pa.  They arrived from the Cavite Naval Base at Manila on May 23, 1899 in Erie via the Lake Shore Railroad with headlines in the Erie Daily Times.


The cannons were proven to be of very high grade bronze, each cannon being twelve and a half feet long and estimated to weigh eight tons.  Each cannon had been christened according to Spanish custom with its own individual name which was artistically engraved on it.  The cannons were: Trajano, Yerraska, Manahem, and Hypocrates.


On 8 August 1979 the Erie Morning News carried the story that a police investigation was taking place because the cannons had been removed from the cemetery and sold to a gun collector (some reports said ”arms dealer”) in New Jersey. Two weeks previously they had apparently been sold for $36,000.  The manager of the cemetery Richard Coleman reported the cannons had been “donated to a museum in New Jersey.”


It took until Wednesday March 12, 1980, after much hue and cry from the community and complicated negotiations to have the cannons returned to Erie.



On Memorial Day May 26, 1980 the cannons were rededicated in Gridley Circle at Lakeside Cemetery.


Charles Vernon and Harriet Gridley's two daughters married.


Ruth Waldron Gridley married Frank P. Thomas, had a daughter Elsie, and apparently lived in San Diego, California, where Harriet Gridley (Mrs. Charles Vernon) went to live in 1923 and died in 1926.  At the time of Mrs. Charles Vernon Gridley's burial, her daughter was reported to live in El Paso, Texas.


Katherine V. Gridley married Lewis Buddy III.  Their children were:

Charles Vernon Gridley Buddy

Edward Carr Buddy

Margaret V. Buddy


Margaret V. Buddy married Hugh McClure-Smith and had one child Katherine McClure-Smith.


Edward Carr Buddy married Juliette Adams and had five children: children: Julie Carr, Mason Adams, Michael Vincent, Nancy Chandler, and Kate Gridley.


Charles Vernon Gridley Buddy and his wife Ruth Parsons Walker (d. 1932), had daughter Jean Walker Buddy, b. 1 November1930, who married Stuart Davis Rose b. 5 December 1925.  The Roses married on 26 February 1949.  They have children Steven, Cathy, Michael, and Carol.  Stuart and Jean Rose now reside in Burlington, Massachusetts.


Charles Vernon Gridley Buddy worked on the genealogy of his grandfather and collected some of the letters and papers that have been quoted in this document.  This material has been preserved by Charles Vernon Gridley Buddy's daughter Jean Walker Buddy Rose (Mrs. Stuart Rose), who christened the last of three ships in honor of Charles Vernon Gridley in 1961.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Historical Society) Logansport, Ind., (Barbara Wolfe).

Erie County Historical Society (Pamela Green) and Public Library, Erie, Pa.

Historical Society and Mitchell Public Library, Hillsdale, Michigan (Arleen Elliott).

The Cathedral of St. Paul, Erie, Pa.  (Catherine Stankowski).

The City Clerk, San Diego, California.

The County Clerk at Batavia, New York.

Oneida County Clerk's and Recorder's Office, Utica, N.Y. (Beverly Sharpe and May Chapman)

The Public Library, Farmington, Conn. (Ann Arcari).

Hubert Gridley of Mesa, Arizona.

"DAR Patriot Index," Washington, D.C., 1966.

DAR Lineage Books.

"Graves of Revolutionary War Soldiers,” Patricia Law Hatcher, Dallas, 1987

Public Libraries of Tampa, Largo, and Clearwater, Florida.

Files of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at

Family History Centers in Tampa and Largo, Florida.

